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Dear Friends & Clients,

 
It's a pleasure to present a new short list with 12 recently described items from the period between
1629 and 1880 on Commerce, Dentistry, Erotica, Genealogy, India, Literature, Philosophy, Poetry,
Travel, etc.
 
Visit our website for many more rare books, manuscripts, maps, prints, drawings and other works
on paper. 
 
For ordering or questions, please send an e-mail to info@forumrarebooks.com.
 
If you do not wish to continue receiving our newsletters, please click the unsubscribe button on the bottom of this email.
 

 

Recently catalogued: March

 

Luxuriously produced bibliophile edition, illustrated by Bernard Picart

BOILEAU DESPRÉAUX, Nicolas.

Oeuvres. Avec des éclaircissemens historiques, donnez par lui-
même.
 
Amsterdam, David Mortier, 1718. 2 volumes. Folio. 
 
First deluxe edition of the collected works of Nicolas Boileau
Despréaux (1636-1711), printed on high quality laid paper, with
every text page set within an ornamental border. "Elle se
recommande et par sa belle execution typogr. et par d'assez
bonnes estampes ou vignettes" (Brunet). David Mortier
published several editions of the work from 1714 onwards, but
the present is the first annotated edition, as well as the first
illustrated one, and has been richly adorned with beautiful
engraved illustrations and tailpieces by Bernard Picart (1673-
1733). The present copy comes from the library of John Charles
Bigham (1840-1929), first Viscount of Mersey.
 
☞ More information and images.

 

Rare overcomplete copy of a historical and genealogical work on North-

western France

CARPENTIER, Jean-Baptiste le.

Histoire généalogique de la noblesse des Païs-
Bas, ou histoire de Cambray, ...
 
Leiden, for the author, 1668 (part titles: 1663-
1664).  4 parts in 2 volumes. 4to. 
 
Exceptionally rare complete second issue of a
historical and genealogical work on the history
and noble families of the region around the city
Cambrai (Kamerijk) in North-western France
(Nord and Pas-de-Calais), beautifully bound in
marbled calf and with hand coloured plates.
The work is rarely found complete, but the
present copy is in fact overcomplete. It not
only includes the often missing map and
folding plate, but also six extra plates, and the
two additions (pp. 1097-1110) that were
specifically printed for the second issue, but
often lacking.
 
☞ More information and images.

 

The beautifully illustrated luxury issue, of which only a 100 copies were

printed

CASANOVA, Giacomo.

Memoires ... ecrits par lui-meme.
 
Paris, Garnier frères, [1880]. 8 volumes. 8vo. 
 
Rare luxury issue of the most accomplished
Parisian edition, beautifully bound by the
Parisian bookbinding atelier Lambert, with the
original wrappers included. The luxury issue,
printed on Holland paper, was limited to a 100
numbered copies (of which this is number 26),
and is further distinguished by its wide
margins, and exceptional and unique
illustrations. It has been enriched with 145 full-
page copper engravings, comprising plates
after Jules-Adolphe Chauvet (1828-1898),
engraved in 1875 by Henry Barraud (1811-
1874), together with plates after Jules Nisle,
engraved by Adolph Gnauth (1840-1884).
Some of these engravings, long admired and
occasionally criticized for their frankness, were
conceived not merely to titillate, but to
document with remarkable care the costumes,
interiors, furnishings, and social rituals of mid-
18th-century Europe.
Giacomo Casanova's (1725-1798) Mémoires
remain one of the great autobiographical
monuments of European literature. 
 
☞ More information and images.

 

More items concerning Erotica

 

One of the most important works in the history of dentistry

FAUCHARD, Pierre.

Le chirurgien dentiste, ou traité des dents, où
l'on enseigne les moyens de les entretenir
propres & saines, de les embellir, d'en réparer
la perte ...
 
Paris, chez Servieres, 1786. 2 volumes. 12mo. 
 
Revised and enlarged edition of the first
complete scientific description of dentistry. It
contains a systematic description of dental
anatomy, pathology, and therapy, together with
detailed accounts of restorative and surgical
procedures, dental instruments, and prosthetics.
Pierre Fauchard (1678-1761), generally
acclaimed the "Father of Dentistry", was a
pioneer of dental surgery. His innovations,
which include dental fillings, instruments, and
prosthetics, laid the foundation for all
subsequent dental practice. His encyclopedic
and scientific account of all that concerned
dentistry in the 18th century is one of the most
important works in the history of the field.
 
☞ More information and images.

 

Beautifully illustrated laudatory poem on Maastricht and Château

Neercanne

HALMA, François.

Het kasteel van Aigermont, en d'omleggende landtstreeken in de
heerlykheit van Nederkan, nevens de stadt Maastricht.
 
Leeuwarden, François Halma, 1715. 4to. 
 
First and only edition of a Dutch poem in praise of Château
Agimont, now known as Château Neercanne, and the nearby
city of Maastricht. It starts with a six-page verse dedication to
Daniel Wolf, Baron van Dopff, who had the chateau rebuilt in
Dutch Baroque architecture in 1698, followed by an
acknowledgement in verse to the Maastricht city officials, and a
four-page note to the reader. Included at the end as an appendix,
is a Dutch translation of a Latin speech in praise of poetry. The
double-page plates show the chateau with its large terrace
gardens (and a ship sailing in the artificial lake), a panoramic
view of the city of Maastricht, and the great stone-vaulted
interior of the St. Pietersberg limestone quarry south of
Maastricht.
 
☞ More information and images.

 

A contemporary account of the happenings in Goa between 1746 and

1753

MASCARENHAS, José Freire de Monterroyo.

Epanaphora Indica na qual se dà noticia da viagem, que o
illustrissimo, et excellentissimo senhor Marquez de Castelo
Novo fez com o cargo de Vice-Rey ao Estado da India, ...
 
Lisbon, Parts 1-5: unknown; part 6: Francisco da Silva, 1746-
1753. 6 parts in 1 volume. Small 4to (20.5 x 15 cm). 
 
Rare complete set of the six parts of the first and only edition of
a very detailed Portuguese account of Goa during the reign of
the Viceroy Pedro Migues de Almeida (1688-1756), who
governed the region from 1744 to 1750. Although Portuguese
power in India had peaked more than a century earlier,
Almeida’s rule provided a brief respite from the decline. The
present work is especially interesting for its account of the
Portuguese government's disputes with the predominantly Hindu
Maratha Empire that had taken control of most of Northern
India from the Islamic Mughal Empire by this time. The large
map “Planta da Ilha de Goa” shows the area around the mouths
of the Mandovi and Zuari rivers, with the “Ilha de Goa” between
them.
 
☞ More information and images.

More items concerning India

 

Strength may break walls, but wisdom wins wars - Ceuta governor

Mendoça Passaña's remarkable victory

[PAMPHLET - MILITARY - CEUTA].

Relacion verdadera de la insigne, y milagrosa vitoria, que Don
Jorge de Mendoça Passaña, Capitán General, y Governador de la
ciudad de Ceuta,  ...
 
Madrid, Bernardo de Guzman, [1629]. Folio (ca. 20.3 x  29
cm). 
 
Rare pamphlet on the victory of Don Jorge de Mendoça Passaña
(died 1636), governor of Ceuta, over the forces of Cacis Cid
Mahamet Laex on June 7, 1629. At this time, the border region
between Morocco and the Iberian Union was a heavily contested
zone, with constant friction between the sultanate and the
Iberian garrisons. 
The present pamphlet offers a contemporary account of
Mendoça Passaña's remarkable victory, giving insight into 17th-
century Iberian military tactics. It was simultaneously printed in
Sevilla and Lisbon as well as in Madrid by both Bernardo de
Guzman and Juan Gonçalez. A second Guzman issue is also
known, with the year of publication mentioned. The present
issue, however, is the scarcest, with only one other copy
recorded.
 
☞ More information and images.

 

Unrecorded issue of the classic 18th-century treatise on commerce

RICARD, Samuel.

Traité général du commerce, contenant des observations sur le
commerce des principaux etats de l'Europe... 
 
Amsterdam, E. van Harreveld and A. Soetens, 1781. 2 volumes.
4to. 
 
Unrecorded issue of the best edition of Ricard's classic on
commerce, finance, and insurance, including commercial laws
and customs, with an emphasis on the Low Countries. First
published in 1700, the work has by now grown into two stout
volumes. The present edition has been revised, enlarged, and
brought up to date by the Spanish merchant Thómas Antonio de
Marien y Arróspide. The present copy is a different issue of the
1781 edition published by E. van Harrreveld and A. Soetens that
has been recorded on the STCN, as the second volume has a
slightly different collation. The text itself, however, is identical.
As the manual was heavily used, good copies are now quite
scarce.
 
☞ More information and images.

 

The history of women in Europe

ROLLAND D'ERCEVILLE, Barthélemy-Gabriel.

Recherches sur les prerogatives des dames chez les Gaulaois,
sur les cours d'amour.
 
Paris, chez Nyon I'ainé, Libraire, 1787. 12mo. 
 
First edition of a remarkable work on the social and legal status
of women in Europe from the Roman period through the 18th
century. The work discusses the education of women, their
influence on government, science and the arts, and how they
were treated in the literature of the troubadours. The present
copy has been beautifully bound by Charles François Capé
(1806-1867), who was the bookbinder of Empress Eugénie, and
was considered to be one of the best French bookbinders of his
time.
 
☞ More information and images.

More items concerning Women history

 

The "Smith" issue of the first French edition of Spinoza’s famous

Tractatus Theologico-Politicus

 

[SPINOZA, Benedictus de].

Traitté des ceremonies superstitieuses des juifs tant anciens que
modernes.
 
Amsterdam, Jacob Smith [= (Israel de Paull for) Jan Rieuwertsz.
Sr.], 1678. 12mo. 
 
First French edition of Spinoza's famous Tractatus Theologico-
Politicus (1670), printed by Israel de Paull for Jan Riewertsz. Sr.
in Amsterdam, but appearing with the false imprint of
"Hamburg, Henricus Künrath". The original Latin edition is one
of two works by Spinoza that originally appeared during his
lifetime, the other work is his Principia philosophiae cartesianae
(1663). The present French translation was published only a
year after Spinoza's death in 1677 and was still so controversial
that it was published without mentioning the author's name and
with false imprints. 
 
☞ More information and images.

 

Unrecorded issue of the rare first Dutch edition of the "novel of novels"

URFÉ, Honoré d’.

D’Astrea … daer in, door historien en onder herders en andere
personen, veel erelijke leringe, schoone spreuken, en werkinge
der liefde vertoont worden. Door D.V.R. vertaelt. ...
 
Amsterdam, for Johannes Troost, 1644. 8vo. 
 
Unrecorded issue of the rare first edition of the Dutch translation
of part 1 of Honoré d’Urfé’s famous pastoral romance L’Astrée,
possibly the single most influential work of 17th-century French
literature. The present issue has not been recorded in the STCN,
which only lists the issues printed by T. Jacobsz (1644; 4
copies), Broer Jansz (1644; 1 copy), and S. Veselaar (1645; 1
copy), all printed in Amsterdam and with the same collation. We
have not been able to trace the present issue in either sales
records or institutions.
 
☞ More information and images.

More items concerning French literature
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