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6 extremely rare hand-coloured lithographs 
of mounted horses, with their riders  

in traditional costumes
1 A DA M, Jean Victor Vincent. Le tournoi études de chevaux & de 

costumes … Cahier …
Paris, Berlin, London & New York, Goupil & Co., [1852–1854]. In-
stalment of 6 large beautifully hand-coloured lithographed plates on 
wove paper (48 × 62.5 cm), by J.B. Zwecker after drawings by Jean 
Victor Vincen Adam and printed by Lemercier, numbered 8, 9, 12, 14, 
16 and 17. Loose in original publisher’s printed paper wrappers, with a 
lithographed illustration showing the start of a tournament. sold

Instalment of 6 beautiful hand-coloured lithographed illustrations of mounted 
horses, with their riders in traditional costumes, participating in tournaments in 
different settings. It’s a separate instalment from an extremely rare print series by 
the French draughtsman Jean Victor Vincent Adam (1801–1866), known for his 
illustrations of horses. No other copies of other instalments or the whole series 
of 24 plates could be located, only a few mentions in the literature.
With the embossed publisher’s stamp on each of the plates, a tear in the margins 
of a plate, and the wrappers with tears in the fold. Otherwise in very good 
condition.
 Adhémar, Inventaire du fonds français après 1800, Vol. 1, p. 64 (instalment of 6 irregular numbered 
plates); Mennessier de la Lance I, p. 6 (note, no amount of plates specified); Meyer, Allgemeines 
Künstler-Lexikon I, p. 75, no. 64 (whole suite of 24 plates); not in Podeschi. ☞ More on our website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/F65C29ZR5CW7.html
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Brazil pictured in 27 drawings in the middle of the 19th century
2 [A L BUM – D R AWI N G S – B R A Z I L]. [The surroundings of Rio de Janeiro and Bahia].

[Brasil], [1850–1852 and undated]. Oblong 2°. Album with 27 drawings showing the surroundings of Rio de 
Janeiro and Bahia (ca. 23–24 × 30 cm), mounted on grey or blue paper (ca. 26.5 × 36.5 cm). Contemporary 
half blue calf, brown decorated paper sides, blank grey label on the front board. € 12 500

Album with 27 beautiful original pencil drawings very 
faithfully rendered from nature, including landscapes, 
city and sea views, Sugarloaf Mountain and the Carioca 
aquaduct in Rio de Janeiro, bays, harbour, a cave, etc., 2 
dated 1850 and 8 1852. Also included are 2 plates of the 
transporting of coffee by slaves and one portraying “jeu et 
danse des nègres” (all three before the abolition of slavery 
in Brazil in 1888).

Contents:
(1) Rio de Janeiro; view on a Bay in the distance 
(Copacabana?). 
(2) Rio 1852; monastery on the other side of a bay. 
(3) Brazil, (Rio ou) Bahia environs; small bay with 
fishermen.
(4) Rio d’oro; hilly landscape with Carioca aqueduct. 
(5) Rio de Janeiro 1852; harbor with Indiamen. 
(6) Rio de Janeiro, 1852; cityscape with many roofs and 
church towers;
(7) Brézil inter Rio - Joar (?); landscape on the coast, a steep 
hill with church on top in the distance.;
(8) Bahia ou Camp Rio Janeiro; view on a large bay.
(9) No subscription; bay with one row of houses and 
fishermen at work.
(10) No subscription; steep street leading to the center of 
a city on a bay.
(11) Rio de Janeiro, 18xx, Buno de Foria (?); road with 
factory/mill in a hilly countryside.
(12) Rio de Janeiro, 1852; landscape outside Rio with boy 
and man watching the ducks in a pond, with a church/
monastery in the background.

(13) 18xx (Bahia) Les Carmes … le chemin de …baille; 
landscape with large monastery.
(14) Entrée de Baia Rio-Janeiro à 1852. Le pain du Sucre 
(with the well-known Sugar loaf ).
(15) No subscription; two women working outside a dilap-
idated house.
(16) Carmino de Catombi (?), Rio 18xx; country road in 
hilly landscape with two houses;
(17) Café; transportation of baled coffee by ox-cart, Rio 
Janeiro, 1852.
(18) Café; drawn up slaves carrying baled coffee.
(19) Rio Janeiro ‘Jeu et danse des Nègres’, 1850; slaves are 
amusing themselves with music and dance;
(20) Rio Janeiro, le Pain de Sucre (Sugar loaf at the other 
side of the bay), 1852.
(21) No subscription; bay with one row of houses, a ‘master’ 
is being rowed to shore by two slaves.
(22) No subscription; view on a large bay.
(23)Rio Janeiro, 18xx; outskirts with a large 18th-century 
church in the background.
(24) Grotte naturale, Rio Janeiro.
(25) Rio Janeiro, 18xx; Carioca aqueduct.
(26) Bahia de chog… Girard (?); city view.

With an owner’s (or artist’s?) inscription on the front 
paste-down: “J. Terry, 1852”. Binding slightly worn, foot 
of the spine damaged and some of the leather gone, some 
occasional spotting, but over all in good condition.
☞ More on our website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/ABC_46128.html
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A rare survival of a printing device:  
a woodblock for the cross-cultural printing  

of a Hebrew publication of the Song of Solomon
3 [A R A B I C -S C R I P T  P R I N T E R’S WO O D B L O C K ]. Hand-cut wood-

block bearing the text “Safr Nishd al-nishad li-Süleyman ...” (Book of the Song of 
songs of Solomon) in naskh Arabic script.
[Probably Ottoman provinces, mid-18th century (ca. 1750)]. A single hand-cut 
woodblock (17 × 9 x 2.2 cm, with protrusions to the left and right making it wid-
er – 11 cm – near the head to accommodate the wider 2nd line) intended for use 
as printing block, with 6 lines of text, together with an inked impression on 18th 
century paper (16.5 × 10.5 cm).  € 18 000

Woodblock with the Arabic title “Book of 
the Song of songs of Solomon” followed 
by a reference to the Hebrew title “Shir 
hashirim” (Song of songs) transcribed in 
Arabic, probably produced in the Ottoman 
regions of the Levant for a rural printing 
office. A rare survival of an 18th-century 
printer’s woodblock from the Islamic world, 
and also an important witness to cross-cul-
tural printing for minority audiences in 
the Ottoman world. We include an inked 
impression of the block on 18th-century 
paper paper, clearly not printed recently, 
because it does not show the worm holes 
that now appear in the block. The text reads: 
“Safr Nishd al-nishad li-Süleyman wa’ighal 
ba-l’Abraniyat Shir hashirim”.
The inked impression of the woodblock 
is pasted to a piece cut out of a Croatian 
printed prayer book compiled by a Croatian 

Catholic in Bosnia, Rafo Barišić, Pasha 
duhovna (Spiritual pasture), on spiritual-
ity and Passover, first published at Rome 
in 1842.
Some small wormholes in the wood, 
post-dating the print; the upper surface 
(printing side) of the block stained black 
from ink used for printing. Printer’s 
woodcuts such as this are often discarded 
or recycled and rarely survive in such good 
condition as the present example.
 No relevant Arabic edition of the Song of songs in: 
Catalogue of Arabic printed books in the British 
Museum (cf. vol. 1, cols. 381–382: editions of 1869 and 
later); Google Books; KVK; Qatar Digital Library; 
WorldCat; for the Croatian prayer book: Knezović 
Pavao, “Autorstvo ‘Paše duhovne’ ”, in: Nova prisutnost, 
16 (2018), pp. 477–486 (with an English summary). ☞ 
More on our website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/ABC_45988.html
https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/ABC_45988.html
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Putting the British monarchy and nobility in the pillory:  
7 fictitious auction catalogues, 

 satirically describing the British royal collections
4 [AUC T I ON C ATA LO GUE S – F I C T IT I OUS]. Beredeneerde catalogus van een zeer fraaie, cap-

itaale en pragtige inboedel, bestaande in allerleije vorstelyke meubelen, kostbaare juweelen, paarlen, goud 
en zilverwerk,... en laatstelyk, een nette verzameling van boeken en manuscripten, in allerlye faculteiten, 
doch voornaamlyk betreffende, de politieke staat van Engeland, en meest in Engelsche banden gebonden... 
byeenverzameld, door den Heere G. R. Zullende.. Derde druk.
Amsterdam, Johannes Geyger, [1781].
With:
(2) Commissie brief van den heere Wilhelmus Batavus, ...
[The Hague?], [no publisher], [1781]. The introductory letter, from “Wilhelmus Batavus” to “Lambertus 
Koopmans” is dated from The Hague, 15 February 1781.
(3) Catalogus van eene zo ongemeene zeldzaame, als uitmuntende verzameling van manuschripten[!]... 
Bestaande buiten de pakketten in 341 deelen in 2°, alle in Engelsche banden ... byeen vergadert door den 
Lord W. Gordon.
London [= Amsterdam or The Hague?], sold by Thomas Henly [true publisher unknown], [1781]. The 
introductory letter, from Thomas Henly, is dated 2 February 1781.
(4) Beredeneerde notitie van ‘t vorstlyke poppe – en speel-goed, der kinderen van den heere G.R. ...
[Amsterdam?], [no publisher], [1781]. This catalogue presents itself as a second appendix to ad 1. Both the 
original catalogue and the first appendix describing themselves as catalogues for the sale in May or June 1781.
(5) Sleutel of noodige ophelderingen der onlangs uitgekomene catalogus, ... byeenverzameld, door den 
heere G.R. Zullende gemelde boedel, by executie verkocht worden, binnen Londen, in de maanden Mey 
of Juny deezes jaars.
Dordrecht, Abraham and Pieter Blussé and several others; etc., [1781].
(6) Beredeneerde catalogus eener verzameling van schilderyen, der eerste meesters van Nederland.
The Hague, Thomas Pietersz. van Os, [1783? or 1789?]. With the supposedly authenticating woodcut on 
the title-page, showing the coat of arms of William the Silent hanging from a memorial cross.
(7) Beredeneerde catalogus, van eene uitmuntende verzameling schilderyen, door de vermaardste Neder-
landsche meesters, uit het Fransch vertaald.
Holland, [no publisher], 1783.
7 fictitious auction catalogues in 1 volume. 8°. Contemporary half mottled calf, brown spine label with 
blind-tooled text and with some gold-tooled floral decorations, 20th-century marbled sides and endpapers.
 € 3950

Collection of 7 fictitious auction catalogues, satirically 
describing the lots supposedly offered for sale. These cat-
alogues, all in Dutch, were published mostly during the 
Anglo-Dutch War (1780–1784), which threatened the 
Dutch Republic’s existence, and they all mock the British 
Empire. Most of them purport to describe the collection 
of “G.R.” (Georgius Rex), meaning King George III (ad 1 
explicitly describes the goods as coming from the foreclo-
sure on his estate). The third catalogue in this collection, 
titled Catalogus van eene zo ongemeene zeldzaame, als 
uitmuntende verzameling van manuschripten, suppos-
edly offers the collection of the English nobleman Lord 
William Gordon (1744–1823). These fictitious auction 
catalogues proved popular enough that several went 
through multiple editions. These catalogues appeared 
during the heated strife between two political parties, 
the Orangists, who supported the stadtholder Willem V, 
Prince of Orange, and the anti-Orangist Patriots, leading 
to the failed Patriotic Revolution of 1787, inspired by the 
American Revolution and in turn, in spite of its failure, 
inspiring the French Revolution. King George III of 
England supported the stadtholder Willem V and the 
two together were the enemies of the Dutch Patriots.
Ad 1 is here in its third edition, being a very rare re-issue 
of the second edition. Even its list of “errata” is a joke, 
noting three corrections to the descriptions of paintings: 
in each, the omission of a comma makes a phrase that 
should refer to the painting refer instead to the subject, 
indicating that the king was anointed with soot, a lord 
stabbed with a pen, and an English admiral nicely washed 
by a French master.
With a few marginal annotations, particularly headwords 
to help the reader find items in specific categories in the 
inventory. Spine very slightly rubbed, with a small crack 
at the head, some browning, stains, frayed margins and 
a tear in A4 of ad 2. Some leaves are trimmed. Overall in 
good condition. A collection of fictitious auction cata-
logues, rarely found on the market (we have noticed only 
3 examples in the past hundred years).
[4], 27, [1]; 16; 16; 16; 15, [1]; 32; 37, [2 blank] pp. Ad 1: STCN 
202814955 (4 copies); not in Knuttel; cf. Knuttel 19700 & 19701 ( first 
and second impression). Ad 2: Knuttel 19709; STCN 166695440. 
Ad 3: Knuttel 19699; STCN 166705268 (5 copies); not in ESTC. Ad 
4: Knuttel 19704; STCN 166698857. Ad 5: Knuttel 19706; STCN 
166318329 (8 copies). Ad 6: Kossmann, Boekhandel te ‘s-Gravenhage, 
pp. 300–301; Knuttel 20420; Knuttel, Verboden boeken 91; STCN 
169116417. Ad 7: Knuttel 20419; Knuttel, Verboden boeken 92; STCN 
169113078 (9 copies); cf. Van Vliet, “Fopcatalogi en spookbibliotheken”, 
in: De boekenwereld 22 (2005–2006), p. 150. ☞ More on our website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/ABC_46191.html
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Complete print series by Van Audenaerde  
after Mantegna’s famous paintings

5 AUD E NA E R D E , Robert van, after Andrea M A N T E G NA . C. Julii Caesaris Dictatoris triumphi 
de Gallia, Aegypto, Ponto, Africa, Hispania, quinquies eodem mense triumphantis; omnium, qui unquam 
fuere, Ducum, Regum Bellica virtute praestantissimi.
Rome, Domenico de Rossi, 1692. With an engraved allegorical title-print showing Minerva on a throne 
pointing towards a medallion with Caesar’s profile, and 9 engraved prints by Robert van Audenaerde after 
Andrea Mantegna’s paintings, showing the triumphal military parade celebrating Caesar’s victory in the 
Gallic Wars. Each is numbered at the lower right and captioned below with an engraved description. The 
10 prints are preserved in a paperboard folder covered with half green cloth and green marbled sides (ca. 
57 × 47 cm). € 4950

Complete series of 9 engraved prints by Robert van 
Audenaerde after Andrea Mantegna’s paintings of Caesar’s 
triumphs, preceded by the title-print, commissioned by 
Cardinal Panciatico, with his arms at the foot of the title-
print. Mantegna (1430/31–1506) created these paintings 
between 1484 and 1492 for the Ducal Palace in Mantua, 
commissioned by Duke Federico I Gonzago, or more likely 
his son Francesco II. They show the triumphal military 
parade celebrating Julius Caesar’s victory in the Gallic 
Wars: a procession of Roman soldiers, musicians, exotic 
animals, war equipment and captives. These paintings are 
often acknowledged as Mantegna’s greatest masterpiece, 
because they form the most complete pictorial repre-
sentation of a Roman triumph. His paintings became 
very popular, also for engravers and printmakers, and 

many print series followed, including one from his own 
workshop. The present series by the Ghent engraver Robert 
van Audenaerde (1663–1743) is one of the most beautiful 
and gracious renderings of these paintings, with beautiful 
and highly detailed images.
Paperboard folder a little worn, front hinge cracked, so 
that the front board is nearly detached, boards reinforced 
at some places with transparent tape. Each print with a 
vertical crease (hardly affecting the plates), a few with very 
small marginal tears, some plates with an occasional stain 
or slightly browned or dust-soiled, but otherwise in good 
condition.
[1], 9 engraved ll. Berlin Kat. 4060; Le Blanc, Manuel de l’amateur 
d’estampes, Audenaerde 79–88 (p. 68); not in Hollstein. ☞ More on 
our website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/ABC_46071.html
https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/ABC_46071.html
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Beautifully penwork-decorated  
Dutch-language books of hours (ca. 1450/70)  

containing a quite uncommon 15th-century set of texts
6 [B O O K O F H O UR S (D I O C E S E O F U T R E C HT )]. [Incipit a1r:] Wi aenbeden di christi en 

ghebendien di want du overmits dijn heilighe cruus die werlt verlosset hebste ...
[North-Holland (Haarlem?)], ca. 1450/70]. Small 8° (ca. 11 × 8 x 3.5 cm). Manuscript book of hours in 
Dutch, written in black ink on vellum (leaf ca. 11 × 7.5 cm; text block ca. 7 × 4.5 cm) in two clear and at-
tractive gothic hybrida hands (21 lines/page for the first hand, 18 lines/page for the second hand and 17 for 
the calendar). 18th-century half calf, brown sprinkled paper sides, gold-tooled spine, black morocco spine 
label with title (“Oud getydenboek M.S.S.”) in gold, 18th-century endpapers. € 32 500

Subtly and finely decorated Dutch-language manuscript 
book of hours, with many small lombardic initials, but 
also with some larger initials with extensive penwork dec-
orations, probably made in North-Holland, maybe near 
Haarlem, in the second half of the 15th-century, possibly 
ca. 1450/70. It contains a quite uncommon set of texts, 
rather than following the 14th-century translation by Geert 
Grote, which was the most common and most widespread 
Dutch book of hours in this period. Its hours and prayers 
focus particularly on specific saints and other liturgical 
figures, especially women.
The manuscript is written in three different hands, 
changing at the beginning of folios 70 and 168, which 
means that they change within quires (on the first and last 
pages). The decoration also appears to change a little bit 
at the same points. These three “parts”, differing in script 
and decoration, may have been separately produced, but 
are inextricably linked as parts of a whole. The consistent 
style of the penwork decoration supports this unity. The 
penwork surrounding the initials shows in all three parts 
features characteristic of North-Holland, maybe even the 
region around Haarlem, though Kriezels, aubergines en 
takkenbossen (1993), the standard work on marginal dec-
oration in 15th-century Dutch manuscripts, provides no 
close matches. We therefore base our localisation mainly 

on what it calls a typical characteristic of North-Holland 
penwork, namely small thorns.
This finely decorated book of hours is interesting for its 
quite uncommon texts, especially in a time when Geert 
Grote’s translation was widespread. Notwithstanding it is 
an exceptional and interesting book of hours, focussing on 
the texts and the method of production.
With a description of the book and initials in a 20th-cen-
tury Dutch hand on the front and back paste-downs. 
Binding a little worn, especially around the edges and the 
spine, some pieces of paper on the boards gone, two small 
red stains on the back board, some stains on the paste-
downs, edges and an occasional page a bit dust-soiled. 
With a small tear in leaves 74, 81 and 105; leaf 17 cut a bit 
short. Some holes in a few leaves were probably present 
when the copyist wrote the manuscript (caused by stretch-
ing the parchment), since they never affect the text. Some 
of them have been repaired. Leaf 34 double-numbered. In 
good condition. A Dutch-language manuscript book of 
hours, finely decorated with beautiful penwork decoration, 
and with a remarkable corpus of texts.
[240] ll. For the decoration: Anne S. Korteweg, Kriezels, aubergines 
en takkenbossen (1993), pp. 84–115; for the calendar: Strubbe & Voet, 
De chronologie van de middeleeuwen en de moderne tijden in de 
Nederlanden (1991), pp. 164–204. ☞ More on our website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/ABC_45859.html
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Testing Galenic medicine in a dialogue with an old man
7 B R A S AVO L A , Antonio Musa. Examen omnium electuariorum, pulverum, et confectionum.

Venice, Vincent Valgrisi, 1548. 8°. With a woodcut device on title-page and a larger version on the last page. 
Later stiff paper wrappers. € 9500

First edition of an important work on various medica-
tions, including powders. A second edition appeared one 
year later, printed in Lyon. It is written in the form of an 
imaginary dialogue on medicine between the author and 
senex, an old man. The author used the dialogue form to 
test or “examine” classical wisdom based on actual expe-
rience. He also used this method in his earlier and better 
known Examen omnium simplicium medicamentorum 
(1536), which examines classical botanical knowledge. He 
wrote to other books in the Examen omnium series, in 1538 
and 1543, and by the time the present one appeared the 
three earlier ones were being reprinted almost every year. 
The Italian botanist and physician Antonio Musa Brasavola 
(1500–1555) was one of the first Italians, together with 
Manardi and Mondella, to revolt against the undisputed 
authority of the dominant medical system of Claudius 

Galenus. His witty method of examination through con-
versation allowed him to do so. The present medical work is 
not as well known as his botanical Examen omnium, but it 
is just as important, for he appears to be the first to perform 
a tracheostomy (an incision in the neck to allow air into the 
windpipe: see Garrison & Morton). Brasavola was a highly 
esteemed physician who served some of the great leaders of 
his time, including Pope Paul III, King Francis I of France 
and King Henry VIII of England.
Water stain in foot margin, not affecting text. Otherwise 
in good condition.
140, [2] pp. Adams B2685; Durling 677; ; Hamilton, History of 
Medicine II,, pp. 27–28; Heirs of Hippocrates 230; USTC 816778; cf. 
Garrison & Morton 3244.1; for the author: Castiglioni, pp. 422 & 485. 
☞ More on our website

First edition of a very rare anonymous medical work
8 P.T. Med. Doct. Chemia rationalis rationibus philosophicis, observationibus medicis, debitis dosibus, &c. 

illustrata, cum indice capitum, medicamentorum, eorumque dosium. Accedit Praxis chymiatrica rationalis, 
demonstrans qua in re singularum partium consistat operatio, per quam causam tollatur, & per quænam 
remedia (utpote chymicalia vegetabilibus justa methodo mixta) possit restitui. Cum triplici indice. Uno 
capitum, altero remediorum, tertio simplicium, ad calcem adjecto.
Leiden, Jacobus Mocquee, 1687. 2 parts in 1 volume. 4°. With woodcut title-vignettes, initials and head – 
and tailpieces. Contemporary vellum, blue sprinkled edges. € 3950

First issue of the first (and only Latin) edition of a very rare 
medical work on medicaments and recipes (part 1) and the 
various illnesses (part 2), published at Leiden and written 
by a medical doctor identified only as “P.T.” The chapter 
titles include (part 1): i: De tincturis; ii: De variis metal-
lorum cacinationibuse; iii: De antimonii; iv: De mercurii 
calcinatione; … xxiv: Methodus praeparandi furnos; and 
(part 2: Praxis chymiatrica rationalis …): i: De apoplexia; 
ii: De paralysi; iii: De epilepsia; … xxxi: De Scorbuto; xxxii: 
De lienteria & fluxu coeliaco.

A German translation was published in Frankfurt & 
Leipzig in 1696.
Binding slightly dust-soiled, some occasional minor 
stains at the end of the book (not affecting the text), but 
otherwise in good condition.
[4], 168, [8]; [2], 154, [22] pp. STCN (2 copies plus 1 copy of the 1690 
reissue); not in BMN; Duveen; Poggendorff.  ☞ More on our website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/HCHA3D4O7GBU.html
https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/ABC_45721.html
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Very rare edition of an extremely popular history  
of the most famous and daring Dutch pirate of the 17th century

9 [C L A E S C O M PA E N].. ’t Begin midden en eynde der zee-roveryen, van den alderfameusten zee-rov-
er Claas G. Compaan, van Oost-Zanen in Kennemer-land. Vervattende zijn wonderlijke vreemde lands 
schadelijk drijf-togten. Waar in vertoond word hoe hy met weynig schepen de zee onveylig gemaakt, een 
ongelooflijken buyt en een groot getal van schepen van alle landen gerooft en afgelopen heeft.
Amsterdam, Joannes Kannewet, 1762. 4°. With a woodcut of a sailing ship on the title-page and 3 woodcuts 
in the text (including a repesat of that on the title-page). Modern wrappers. € 3500

Very rare 18th-century edition, in the original Dutch, 
of the history of the famous Dutch privateer Claes (or 
Claas) Compaen (sometimes also spelled as Compaan or 
Kompaan). Compaen (1587–1660), born at Oostzaan in 
the Netherlands, started his career as merchant, but soon 
became undoubtedly the most daring and notorious Dutch 
pirate of his day, especially active around ca. 1620. For 
three years, he hijacked ships in the English Channel, the 
Mediterranean, the Caribbean and off the coasts of Africa, 
America and the West-Indies.
It was first printed in 1659 and ran through more than 
a dozen editions to 1803, all with the main text set in a 
textura gothic type, in the later editions a sign that it was a 
popular book for a lower-class audience.
All editions are very rare. The STCN records only two 
copies of the present edition, at the British Library and 
Amsterdam University, while WorldCat records only the 
electronic version made from the Amsterdam copy.
With an owner’s inscription of L. Horneman, dated 9 
January 1973, written on the inside of the front wrapper. 
Paper edges slightly frayed, leaves somewhat browned, 
some water stains, but overall in good condition, unusually 
good for the genre. A very rare edition of a very popular 
chapbook account of one of the most famous pirates.
[6], 42 pp. Buisman 124; Lunsford, Piracy and privateering in the 
golden age Netherlands (2005), pp. 161–163; Muller, America 2141; 
STCN (2 copies); cf. Buisman 112–129 (various eds.); Cat. NHSM II, 
p. 897 (1659 ed.); Gieles-Plak 21–26 (1675–1697 eds.); Mateboer 103–109 
(1707–1781 eds.); Muller/De Vries/Scheepers 839–840 (1675 & 1785 eds.); 
Sabin 1501515016 (1663& 1685 eds.); Waller 218 (1732 ed.); WorldCat 
(1659–1803 eds.). ☞ More on our website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/ABC_46190.html
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The complete series of Collaert’s views around Brussels, 
 in its first state

10 C O L L A E RT, Hans I [after Hans B O L or Jacob G R I M M E R ?]. [Views in the vicinity of Brussels].
[Antwerp], Hans van Luyck, [ca. 1575/80]. Oblong 2° album (24.5 × 35.5 cm). Series of 24 engravings (plate 
size ca. 20 × 14 cm) with views of landscapes around Brussels, by Hans I Collaert possibly after Hans Bol 
or Jacob Grimmer, each with a caption in the plate (plates 8 and 20 also with Van Luyck and Collaert’s 
monograms “H.V.L.EX[cudit]” and “H.C.F[ecit]”). Trimmed down to the plate edge and mounted on 
album leaves, numbered in pencil on the album leaves, next to the engravings. Modern red half cloth, mar-
bled sides. € 19 500

Album with the complete series of Collaert’s views around 
Brussels, here in its first unnumbered state, published by 
Hans van Luyck in Antwerp. Hans I Collaert (ca. 1525/30 
– 1585) was a painter-draughtsman who founded the influ-
ential Collaert dynasty of engravers and print publishers. 
The views show villages, castles and abbeys in the vicinity 
of Brussels, engraved in a very naturalistic way. The series 
includes a view of the cloister of Zevenborren (south 
of Sint-Genesius-Rode), views of Schaarbeek, Elsene, 
Etterbeek, Stal, Eggevoort and Bosvoorde, and views of 
the some castles, including those of Brussels, Coensborg 
(south of Laken) and Carloo. Some references attribute the 
drawing of the views to Hans Bol because of an inscription 
added to the first plate of the later Visscher edition, but the 
“related drawings are not consistent with Bol’s style” (New 
Hollstein). Others name Jacob Grimmer as an alternative 
candidate for the artist who drew the views.

With a 20th-century manuscript inscription on the first 
free endleaf, mistakenly identifying the series as the second 
state published by Visscher, which is however numbered 
in the plates in contrast to the present series in an unnum-
bered first state. Binding slightly worn around the edges, 
some slight marginal foxing, stains, browning and soiling, 
but overall a beautiful album, complete and therefore rare 
with all the plates of Collaert’s views around Brussels, here 
in its first state.
[24] ll. Hollstein IV, 149–172; New Hollstein, The Collaert dynasty V, 
1229–1252; cf. New Hollstein, The Collaert dynasty I, pp. xlix-liii. ☞ 
More on our website

H.V.L.EX
https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/ABC_46067.html
https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/ABC_46067.html
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Very rare first account of the death of Captain Cook
11 [CO OK , James (subject)]. Nachrichten von dem Leben und den Seereisen des berühmten Capitain Cook.

Reval [= Tallinn, Estonia] & Leipzig, Albrecht und Compagnie, 1780.
With: (2) Briefe aus England historisch-statistisch und artistischen Inhalts. 1s Heft.
Reval [= Tallinn, Estonia] & Leipzig, Albrecht und Compagnie, 1780.
2 works in 1 volume. 8°. With a woodcut ship on the title-page of ad 2 and woodcut headpieces in both 
works. Contemporary half calf, brown sprinkled paper sides, brown morocco spine label with title in gold.
 € 148 500

Extremely rare German account of Captain Cook’s death, 
published in Tallinn in Estonia, “undoubtedly the first 
account of Cook’s death to be published in book form” 
(Beddie), together with a letter concerning the 1775 
Spanish voyage to the west coast of North America by 
Bodega y Quadra (1744–1794), also in German, with 
many references to Cook. The first work opens with a short 
poem on the death of the English navigator and hydrogra-
pher James Cook (1728–1779), who died during a scuffle 
with the Hawaiian natives on 14 February 1779, after his 
relations with them had deteriorated. It is followed by a 
foreword and “a short account of Cook’s life, his voyages 
and his death, with many inaccuracies on his early career” 
(Beddie), also in German. Much of the information in 
this small booklet comes from a letter, Auszug des Briefes 
von Kensington den 4ten Febr. 1780 die Nachrichten von 
Kapitain Cook betressend.
This letter “includes paraphrases of passages in Captain 
Charles Clerke’s letter to the Admirality, written at 
Kamchatka on June 8, 1779, announcing the death of Cook 
at Hawaii” (Forbes). Beyond the book’s importance as the 
first published account of Cook’s death, it also includes 
many passing references to the Hawaiian Islands. It ends 
with a laudatory poem on Cook’s death, “An elegy on the 
death of the late Captain Cook”, followed by a German 
translation.
In addition to the present edition in the original German, 
Albrecht published a French translation more or less 
simultaneously: Précis de la vie & des voyages du Capitaine 
Cook. Écrit de Kensington ce 4 février 1780. The author of 
this account of Cook’s death is uncertain, though it has 
been attributed to Georg Forster (1754–1794) or Johann 
Reinhold Forster (1729–1798), German natural scientists 
who accompanied Cook on his second voyage.
The second work in this volume, by the same publisher in 
matching format in the same year, is a letter concerning 
the 1775 voyage to the west coast of North America by the 
Spanish voyager Juan Francisco de la Bodega y Quadra. It 
contains many references to the voyages of Cook and is 
even rarer than the Nachrichten.
Both works on Cook and the Pacific are rare, the Briefe 
(with only 1 copy in WorldCat) even rarer than the 
Nachrichten. We have found only one other copy of either 
in auction record (in fact the two works bound together).

Binding slightly rubbed, especially around the spine and 
along the extremities. Some leaves slightly browned, some 
occasional stains, slightly dust-soiled, a small wormhole in 
the outer margin of pp. 15–26, but overall an extremely rare 
work in good condition.
48; [14], [2 blank] pp. Ad 1: Beddie 241; Forbes 18; Howgego C176; 
VD18 11228342; WorldCat (12 copies in 4 entries); cf. Du Rietz 1060 
(French & German eds.); not in Hill. Ad 2: WorldCat (1 copy); not in 
VD18. ☞ More on our website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/ABC_46167.html
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3 very rare pint series on garden ornament,  
architecture and architectural ornament

12 DA N R E IT E R , Franz Anton. Lust-Stück der Gärten ... | Parterres ou broderies des jardins ... [Erster-]
Anderer Theil.
Augsburg, Johann Andreas Pfeffel, [ca. 1730/35]. With 2 engraved illustrated title-pages from the same plate, 
plus 22 and 20 numbered illustration plates showing garden plans, decorations, fountains, etc.
With:
(2) ST E I N G RUB E R , Johann David. Architecture civile erster Theil ... | Architecture civile premiere 
partie ... [all published].
Augsburg, Johann Andreas Pfeffel, [ca. 1740/48]. With an engraved plate with a German note to the 
reader, and 25 numbered plates of architectural plans, elevations and sections engraved by J.D. Ringlin 
after Steingruber.
(3) C H A R M ETO N, Georges. Plans de divers edifices et corniches choisies ... | Abrisse unterschiedener 
Gebälcke und Kronwercke ...
Augsburg, Johann Andreas Pfeffel, [ca. 1740/48]. With 12 engraved plates, including the title-page, the 
illustrations showing the entablatures of various classical Roman buildings. 3 works (1 in 2 parts) in 1 volume. 
Large oblong 2° (25 × 38.5 cm). Near contemporary white half vellum. € 18 000

A remarkable volume containing three rare print series on 
architecture, architectural ornament and garden ornament, 
all published by the important Augsburg engraver and print 
publisher Johann Andreas Pfeffel the elder (1674–1748).
Ad 1: First and only edition of a very rare ornamental 
garden pattern book (part 2 is especially rare) by the 
recently appointed court gardener and inspector of the 
Salzburg gardens, Franz Anton Danreiter (1695–1760). In 
1728 Danreiter was appointed court gardener and inspector 
to related buildings by the ducal bishop of Salzburg. He 
translated Dezallier’s La theorie et la pratique du jardinage 
into German, helping introduce French garden design 
to German-speaking countries. His own designs in the 
present work show more than 100 ornamental and fanciful 
planting patterns on 42 plates, many including fountains. 
This was his first and rarest model book with garden plans 
for parterres. They show that far from endlessly repeating 
the strict symmetrical canon of French Baroque garden 
design, Danreiter developed a never-ending variety of orna-
mental designs which herald the German rococo.

Ad 2: First edition of Johann David Steingruber’s first 
published architectural book, showing working drawings 
with plans, elevations and sections of town houses and 
palaces, mostly with scales. It includes several designs for a 
garden pavilion in an aristocratic park, lavish town houses 
for the haute bourgeois, and finally a ducal residence. Each 
design is shown in as much detail as possible. The grander 
houses are shown including streets and gardens. The 
Margrave of Brandenburg-Ansbach appointed Steingruber 
(1702–1787) court architect in 1734. In the course of his 
near sixty-year tenure he transformed the townscape of 
Ansbach following his own designs. He is best remem-
bered for his playful “Architektonisches Alphabet” (1773), 
a remarkable series of designs in which each building has 
a ground plan based on a different letter in the alphabet.
Ad 3: Rare 18th century copy of selections from the 
equally rare Diverses corniches choisies sur l’anticque, origi-
nally issued in 30 plates ca. 1670 by the ornamentalist and 
painter George Charmeton (1623–1674). It shows orna-
mental designs from classical Roman entablatures (archi-
traves, friezes and cornices).
With an early owner’s list of the content and a library 
stamp. In very good condition, with only a crease across 
the corner of a couple leaves and an occasional minor spot. 
The paper sides are foxed, with a small water stain and a few 
chips, but the binding is otherwise also very good. Three 
rare architectural and ornamental print series, especially 
valuable for the garden layouts.
[1], 25; [1], 20, [1], 22; 12 engraved ll. Ad 1: Berlin Kat. 3332 (part 1, 
bound with part 2 of a different work); Millard coll. Northern European 
18; WorldCat (3 copies of part 1 only); not in Springer, Tuinkunst; ad 2: 
Berlin Kat. 2006; Cicognara 676; WorldCat (7 or 9 copies); not in BAL; 
ad 3: Berlin Kat. 3929; WorldCat (Czech description without location); 
not in BAL. ☞ More on our website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/H6HFG75B9TUW.html
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A splendid work on Rome,  
lavishly illustrated with fine engraved views of historical sights

13 D E S E I N E , François. Beschryving van oud en niew Rome, verdeelt in drie deelen.
Including: B A RTO L I, Pietro Santi and Giovanni Pietro B E L L O R I. Oude of antyke schilderyen, 
gevonden in het graf der nazoonen op den Flaminischen weg buiten Rome.
Amsterdam, François Halma, 1704. 3 parts in 2 volumes. Large 2° (53.5 × 31.5 cm). With 3 engraved fron-
tispieces and 112 plates and maps (many double-page; the first map hand-coloured) on 101 leaves. Further 
with 22 engraved illustrations in the text. Contemporary calf, gold-tooled spines. Restored. € 4500

A remarkably large copy (53.5 × 31.5 cm) of a sumptuous 
publication on ancient and modern Rome. It was first 
published in French as Description da la ville de Rome 
(1690) and includes translations of Pietro Santi Bartoli 
and Giovanni Pietro Bellori’s Le pitture antiche del 
sepolchro de’ Nasonii (Rome 1680). Deseine’s work was 
originally published as a slender guidebook for tourists 
in four volumes. The present lavish Dutch edition was 
clearly intended for a different audience. The first volume 
is devoted to ancient Rome, describing its history and 
its quarters with their many famous sights; the second 
volume is devoted to mordern Rome. It is finely illus-
trated with maps and plates, including splendid views 
by Livien Cruyl, large maps by Giovanni Battista Falda, 
Gerrit Droogenham and Sanson d’Abbeville, and many 
plates after drawings by Jan Goeree, including views of 
the Colosseum, Tiber Island, Trajan’s Column, House 
of Augustus, Arch of Constantine, Monte Tastaccio, 
Mausoleum of Hadrian, Pyramid of Cestius, Mauseleum 
of Augustus, Campus Martius, Theatre of Marcellus, 
etc. Schudt rightly calls it a “glänzend ausgestattetes 
Tafelwerk” (p. 130).
The present copy is printed on large, unwatermarked 
paper, some 14 cm taller than the Millard copy (39 × 24.2 
cm).
Some spotting and light soiling, overall in very good 
condition. The bindings chafed and professionally 
restored (as noted).
[28], 160; [24], 161–360, [2], 361–479, [82] pp. Klaversma & 
Hannema 436; Millard III, 24 (bound with Aalhoudheden van 
Rome, 39 × 24.2 cm); Schudt 555. ☞ More on our website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/H3KG3XZC411W.html
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“The prime source  
of information  

for pirate activities”
14 E XQ U E M E L I N , Alexandre Olivier. 

Histoire des avanturiers qui se sont signalez 
dans les Indes, contenant ce qu’ils ont fait de 
plus remarquable depuis vingt anneés.
Paris, Jacques le Febvre, 1688. 4 parts in 2 
volumes, bound as 1. 12°. With an engraved 
title-page in vol. 1, 3 engraved folding maps of 
the Carribean (depicting Honduras, Cuba, 
Florida and Jamaica), of the Bay of Maracay 
in Venezuala and of the Isthmus of Panama 
and also with 4 engravings (3 full-page) and 
woodcut head – and tailpieces and initials. 
Contemporary calf, gold-tooled spine. € 2950

Second French edition of a best-selling illustrated 
adventure story written by Alexandre Olivier 
Exquemelin (ca. 1645–1700), a French Huguenot 
who served as buccaneer from 1666 to 1672. Its 
detailed account of piracy in the West Indies is 
the most important primary source and “almost 
the only comprehensive source of information 
for pirate activities in the seventeenth century” 
(Howgego). It was first published in Dutch in 1678 
as De Americaensche zee-roovers and was soon trans-
lated into French, German and English “There is 
certainly no other book of that time which experi-
enced a popularity similar to that of the Bucaneers 
of America which was in the ten years following its 
publication translated into most of the European 
languages” (Sabin).
Spine cracked, front hinge weak and partly cracked, 
some foxing and staining throughout the book 
and on the plates, not affecting the text or images. 
Otherwise in good condition: a rare classic on 
buccaneering.
[22], “448” [= 248], [16]; [6], 285, [17] pp. Cat NHSM, 
p. 877; Palau 85743; Sabin 23476; cf. Cox II, p. 207 (1685 
London edition); H. de la Fontaine Verwey, “The ship’s surgeon 
Exquemelin and his book on the buccaneers”, in: Quaerendo IV 
(1974), pp. 109–131; Howgego, E39. ☞ More on our website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/ABC_45629.html
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A Portuguese expedition to the Kingdom of Kazemba
15 G A M ITTO, Antonio Candido Pedroso. O Muata Cazembe e os povos Maraves, Cheva, Muiza, Muem-

bas, Lundas e outros da Africa austral.
Lisbon, Imprensa Nacional, 1854. 8°. With 22 hand-coloured lithographed plates, and a folding lithographed 
map (45 × 28 cm), hand-coloured in outline. Contemporary straight-grained, gold-tooled black sheepskin, 
gilt edges. € 5000

First edition of this valuable narrative recording a trade 
mission to Kazembe IV. It was the last of three major 
Portuguese expeditions to connect the Portuguese terri-
tories of Angola in the west with Mozambique in the east. 
The expedition, fitted out with only one instrument (a 
compass), suffered from poor planning and failed in its 
objective to establish trade contacts with the Kingdom 
of Kazambe (in present-day Zambia). However, Gamitto, 
second-in-command of the expedition, was an observant 
traveller with a genuine interest in the customs and tra-
ditions of the peoples he encountered, and his narrative 
records valuable ethnographic information on the 
Malawi, the Cewa and Tumbuka, the Bisa, the Lunda, 

and the Bemba. Gamitto was the first to observe that 
the Malawi were matrilineal and described in full detail 
several technical processes and customs that have since 
disappeared. The fine plates show views, artefacts, and 
portraits, providing an excellent visual record of south-cen-
tral African culture. One plate loose; two pages with anno-
tations in pencil. Otherwise a fine copy.
XXV, [1 blank], 501, [1 blank], [2] pp. Mendelssohn I, p. 586; not in Gay, 
Bibl. de l’Afrique et l’Arabe; cf. Cunnison, “Kazembe and the Portuguese 
1798–1832”, in: Journal of African History, vol. 2 (1961), no. 1, pp. 61–76; 
Marwick, “An Ethnographic Classic Brought to Light”, in: Africa vol. 34 
(Jan. 1964), no. 1, pp. 46–56.  ☞ More on our website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/E51G2G1IF05P.html
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Treating the plague in Ottoman Turkey,  
from the library of “le Régent”, Philippe d’Orléans

16 G AUDE R E AU, Abbé Martin. Relation des differentes especes de peste que reconnoissent les orientaux, 
des précautions & des remedes qu’ils prennent pour en empêcher la communication & le progrès; et de ce 
que nous devons faire à leur exemple pour nous en préserver, & nous en guerir.
Paris, Jacques Quillau, 1721. 12°. Contemporary gold-tooled red morocco, with the arms of Philippe 
d’Orléans (1674–1723) on both boards, richly gold-tooled spine, gold-tooled board edges and turn-ins, 
gilt edges. € 15 000

First edition of a work on the treatment of the plague in 
the Middle East, by the French priest Martin Gaudereau 
(1663–1743). In 1689 Gaudereau went to Persia (Iran) in 
the company of Bégnine Vachet (1641–1720), a director 
of the seminary of foreign missions, arriving at Isfahan 
in 1690. After negotiating a military and commer-
cial alliance between Persia and the French East India 
Company, Gaudereau started his travels back to Europe 
in 1703. In 1704 however, on his way from Trabzon to 
Constantinople, he got terribly ill and nearly died of an 
infectious disease. He described this “plague” in the present 
work, with remarks on the nature and symptoms of the 
disease together with the treatment and the precautionary 
methods of the “orientals”.
With the arms of Philippe d’Orléans (1674–1723), “le 
Régent”, on the boards and the bookplate of the French 
physician Hyacinthe-Théodore Baron (1707–1787), dean 
of the medical faculty in Paris. Slightly browned with occa-
sional minor foxing, but otherwise in very good condition. 
Binding slightly rubbed along the extremities and with a 
tiny wormhole in the foot of the spine, otherwise very good 
as well.
134, [5], [1 blank] pp. Blake 169; for the arms: Olivier: 2566.1 & 2570.1. 
☞ More on our website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/K81FEEGGXMWQ.html
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Convolute with rare Dutch works on the art of navigation,  
richly illustrated with many mathematical and geometrical figures 

and two circle figures with moving volvelles
17 G I ET E R M A K E R , Klaas Hendriksz. ’t Vergulde licht der zee-vaard, ofte konst der stuurlieden. Zynde 

een volkomen en klare onderwyzinge der navigatie, bestaande in ‘t geen een stuurman hoognodig behoorde 
te weten.
Amsterdam, Joannes van Keulen & sons, [not before 1774]. With an engraved frontispiece, 2 engraved circle 
figures with moving volvelles, 1 engraved mathematical and geometrical folding plate, many tables (some 
folding) and many mathematical and geometrical woodcut illustrations and figures in the text.
With: (2) DOUWES, Bernardus Joannes. Tafelen, bevattende 1°. De sinussen, tangenten en secanten, 
van minuut tot minuut voor ieder boog van het quadrant, in hunne natuurlyke getallen, op een radius 
van 10.000.000. 2°. Derzelver logarithmen. 3°. De logarithmen der gewoone getallen, in hunne natuurlyke 
orde van opvolging, van 1 tot 10.000. 4°. De vergrootende breedten, in tiende-deelen van minuuten. 5°. 
De streektafelen, naar het plat en het rond, voor ieder geheele compasstreek van een vierde-rond. Nieuwe, 
naauwkeurige en veel verbeterde uitgaave.
Amsterdam, Gerard Hulst van Keulen, 1779. Completely filled with mathematical tables.
(3) [drop title:] Tafel van de lengte en breedte der meest bekende zee-plaatzen.
[Amsterdam?, Gerard Hulst van Keulen?, ca. 1779?]. 3 works in 1 volume, the first in 4 parts. 4°. Contem-
porary blind-tooled vellum. € 6500

Ad 1: Highly popular work on the art of navigation by 
the Dutch mathematician Klaas Hendriksz. Gietermaker 
(1621–1699), first published in 1660. In 1661 Gietermaker 
was employed as examiner for new helmsmen for the 
Dutch East India Company (VOC). The book discusses all 
the kinds of problems and difficulties the pupils had to 
solve at examinations and while piloting a ship.
Ad 2: Second improved edition of a popular mathematical 
survey, containing tables of sines, tangents and secants, as 
well as logarithms, by the mathematician Bernardus Joannes 
Douwes (fl. 1775–1779). He first published it in 1775 and it 
was often bound together with other works on the art of navi-
gation, for example the ‘t Vergulde licht der zee-vaard, but also 
frequently Steenstra’s Grond-beginzels der stuurmans-kunst.
Ad 3: Extremely rare and unrecorded treatise with the latitudes 
and longitudes of the most frequently visited locations at sea. 
In the second edition of Steentra’s Grond-beginzels der stuur-
manskunst (1779), this treatise is incorporated into the work, 
with a continuous pagination, in contrast to the present copy, 
where it has its own collation and pagination. Although works 
with more or less the same title, but with a different collation, 
can be found in some bibliographical works, the present 
edition of the Tafel van de lengte en breedte der meest bekende 
zee-plaatsen seems to be unrecorded.
With a ballpoint owner’s inscription (“P. Horneman. 14 
November 1984”) on the front paste-down. Binding worn 
around the spine, head of backstrip lacking, front hinge 
partly cracked. Edges of some leaves slightly browned, some 
of the outer margins of some folding tables and of the fron-
tispiece in ad 1 slightly frayed, some margins a little water-
stained, but overall in good condition. A highly interesting 

convolute with rare (editions of ) mathematical works on 
the art of navigation.
Ad 1: [8], 106; 152, 8; 97; 98–120 pp. Ad 2: [233], [1 blank] pp. Ad 3: 
39, [1 blank] pp. Ad 1: Bierens de Haan 1657; Bom, Van Keulen, p. 26, 
p. 29; Crone Library 601; Hoogendoorn, GIE05.21; STCN (3 copies); 
cf. Cat. NSHM, p. 675 (8th edition, 1756). Ad 2: Bierens de Haan 1228; 
Bom, van Keulen, p. 32; Cat. NHSM, p. 679; Crone Library 622a/622b; 
STCN (5 copies). Ad 3: Not in STCN; WorldCat. ☞ More on our 
website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/ABC_46192.html
https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/ABC_46192.html
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Rare 16th-century treatise  
pointing out the interaction between astronomy and geography

18 G I R AULT, Simon. Globe du monde contenant un bref traité du ciel & de la terre.
Langres, Jean des Preyz, 1592. 4°. With a woodcut on the title-page showing an armillary sphere, 3 woodcut 
folding plates of the solar system, a celestial chart in two hemispheres and a (terrestrial) map of the world in 
two hemispheres, 4 woodcut maps in the text (including a map of Europe), many astronomical and cosmo-
graphical woodcut figures and tables in the text and woodcut head – and tailpieces and initials.18th-century 
half brown sheepskin, brown paper sides. € 18 000

Rare French 16th-century astronomical, cosmographi-
cal and geographical work by Simon Girault. This short 
treatise, comprising three books presented in the form 
of a dialogue between two children named Charles and 
Marguerite, discussing several aspects of heaven and earth. 
The first book discusses celestial movements and circles, 
the second book treats the solar system more extensively, 
the quality of different planets, the size of the earth and 
its proportion and distance to the other celestial bodies. 
Girault also discusses why the sun appears to be larger in 
the winter than in the summer, explains eclipses and tells 
more about the directions and retrograde movements of 
several planets. The third book is more on terrestrial topics.

With manuscript inscriptions on the first free endleaf and 
on the title-page. Binding worn, corners bumped, parts of 
the backstrip loose, some (water)staining, slightly dust-
soiled, with some small tears, mainly in the foot margin 
(some repaired) and a wormhole in the foot and one in 
the fore-edge margin. Otherwise in good condition. A rare 
astronomical work.
92 ll. BM STC French, p. 203; Brunet II, col. 1614 (note); Graesse III, 
p. 89; Houzeau & Lancaster 4962; Pettegree, French vernacular books 
23076 & 23077 (2 identical descriptions!); USTC 37546; not in Adams; 
Mortimer, French.☞ More on our website

French.https
www.forumrarebooks.com/item/ABC_45768.html
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Very rare Dutch edition  
of “one of the most influential early books on China”

19 G O N Z Á L E Z D E M E N D O Z A , Juan. De historie ofte beschijvinghe van het groote rijck van China.
Amsterdam, Cornelis Claesz. [printed by Jacob Cornelisz Vennecool, Delft], “1595” [= 1596/99]. 8°. Modern 
polished tan calf, gold-tooled spine. € 12 500

Very rare second edition in Dutch (dated in the same year 
as the first) of Juan González de Mendoza’s very popular 
work on China, “one of the most influential early books on 
China to be published in Europe” (Reed & Demattè). It 
offers a detailed description of China together with lengthy 
accounts of several recent missionary voyages.
“The book’s first section is a survey in three sections 
that introduces China’s history, antiquities, architecture, 
populace, religious beliefs and ceremonies, agriculture, 
military organization, and government. … Mendoza’s 

volume also contains descriptions of Japan and the 
Philippines and a chronicle of Spanish missions in the New 
World” (Reed & Demattè).
The tight binding means that the inner ends of the lines of 
text run deep into the gutter, but the innermost letters can 
be seen. With underscoring and annotations in the margins 
of the first half of the book and a small hole in H4 with the 
loss of a couple of letters. In good condition.
197, [1 blank] pp. STCN (2 copies); Typ. Batava 2129; WorldCat (4 
copies); cf. Reed & Demattè. ☞ More on our website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/G7UB7I01U79O.html
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Travels in, and history of China and the Philippines
20 GUI G NE S, Chrétien-Louis-Joseph de. Voyages à Peking, Manille et l’Ile de France, faits dans l’intervalle 

des années 1784 a 1801.
Paris, l’Imprimerie Impériale ( J.J. Marcel) for Treuttel and Würtz, 1808. 3 text volumes and 1 atlas volume. 
8° (text) and 2° (atlas). The atlas with 92 engraved illustrations on 61 leaves by De Guines after Deserve 
and 6 engraved maps (4 folding) by D’Houdan. Text volumes in 19th-century half calf, atlas volume in 
contemporary half calf. € 9500

Original edition of this esteemed and well-illustrated 
account of travels in, and history, costumes, feasts, customs, 
etc. of China and the Philippines by the French sinologist 
and lexicographer Chrétien-Louis-Joseph de Guignes. De 
Guignes was appointed Resident of France in China and 
consul at Canton in 1784, and remained in China after the 
consulate was suppressed 3 years later. He lived in China 
for 17 years, and was attached as interpreter to the Dutch 
embassy to Beijing (1794–1795), led by Titsingh and Van 
Braam. De Guignes’s engaging travelogue recounts his 
experiences in China, with illustrations after sketches 

which he made on the spot. His narrative provides an inter-
esting and personal perspective on the embassy to Beijing.
De Guignes was the son of the distinguished sinologist 
Joseph de Guignes, and a correspondent for the Académie 
des Sciences and the Académie des Inscriptions et Belles-
Lettres. He authored the important dictionary Dictionnaire 
Chinois-Français et Latin (1813).
Spine of atlas volume slightly damaged. Very good set.
[4], LXIII, 439; [4] 476; [4], 488 pp.; atlas: 4 pp. text (title and index). 
Cordier, Sinica, cols. 2351–2352; Löwendahl 738; Lust 336; Morison II, 
104; Reed & Demattè 11. ☞ More on our website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/21881.html
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Extensive reports  
on the British suppression  

of the slave trade
21 [S L AV E  T R A D E ]. H O U S E  O F 
C O M M O N S . [General title-page]: Reports 
from committees: eighteen volumes. [no. 16]. 
Slave trade. Session 18 November 1847 – 5 Sep-
tember 1848.
London, 1848. 5 parts in 1 volume. 2°. Red cloth.
With: (2) HOUSE OF COMMONS. First 
[Second] report from the select committee on 
the slave trade; together with the minutes of ev-
idence, and appendix.
[London], 24 May 1849. 2 parts in 1 volume. 2°. 
With a folding lithographed map. Modern blue 
half calf, gold-tooled spine. € 8500

Ad 1: Report of a committee appointed by Great Britain’s 
House of Commons “to consider the best means which 
Britain can adopt for providing for the final extinction of 
the slave trade” (p. iii), containing eye-witness accounts 
and evidence of the violation of existing anti-slavery 
treaties. It mostly deals with slaves transported from 
Africa, especially Sierra Leone, to the British West 
Indies (British Guiana and the Caribbean), Cuba and 
Brazil, also commenting on the efforts of the Brazilian 
government to suppress slave trade. The first three parts 
contain the so-called “minutes of evidence”: the interro-
gation of witnesses, including captains and naval officers, 
reverends, merchants, former slaves, etc. Each interro-
gation is included in its entirety: each question by the 
committee is written out and numbered and followed 
by the witness’s answer. The fourth part narrates the 
proceedings and resolutions of the committee, the fifth 
contains an index.
Ad 2: Continuation of the report of ad 1, containing 
further evidence assembled in May and June 1849. It 
contains more interviews and an extensive appendix, 
containing a list of treaties for the suppression of the 
slave trade, lists of suspected and captured slave trade 
vessels, letters, legal reports and more.
Pages numbered in ink (Ad 1: 1–855, ad 2: 705–939), very 
slightly browned along the margins. Binding of ad 1 with 
a stain on front board. Overall in very good condition.
Ad 1: [4], IV, 278; IV, 179, [1 blank]; IV, 233, [1 blank]; 27, [1]; XII, 
111, [1] pp.; Ad 2. IV, 171, [1]; XXX, 33, [1] pp. P. Hogg, The African 
slave trade and its suppression 25 (ad 1) and 26 (ad 2). ☞ More on 
our website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/J5NAUPWZ2V29.html
https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/J5NAUPWZ2V29.html
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Paulo van Uchelen’s large-paper copy of Huygens’s Koren-bloemen, 
bound by Albert Magnus

22 HU YG E NS, Constantijn. Koren-bloemen. Nederlandsche gedichten. Tweede druck, vermeerdert tot 
XXVII boecken.
Amsterdam, Johannes van Ravesteyn, 1672. 2 volumes. Large 4° (29 × 24 cm). Each volume with Van 
Ravesteyn’s woodcut Elijah-and-the-ravens device, vol. 1 with an engraved frontispiece of Mercury in the 
clouds, scattering flowers over a land and seascape, by Romein de Hooghe, a full-page engraved portrait of 
the author by Abraham Blotelingh after Caspar Netscher, and 2 folding engraved plates showing Hofwijk 
and the Zee-straet, by Romeyn de Hooghe. Uniform contemporary gold-tooled vellum, sewn on 6 double 
cords, bound by Albert Magnus for Paulo van Uchelen, each board with a double frame of double fillets, 
further with headbands in green and beige (alternating green, beige, beige), edges mottled in red, brown 
and green. € 5000

Large-paper copy of the improved and enlarged second 
edition (1672), revised by the author, of one of the absolute 
literary highlights of the Dutch golden age, beautifully 
bound by the most famous bookbinder of the Dutch 
golden age, Albert Magnus (1642–1689), for the famous 
book collector and bibliophile Paolo or Paulo van Uchelen 
(1641/42–1702): the collected Dutch poems of one of the 
most important Dutch authors of all time, the statesman 
and poet Constantijn Huygens (1596–1687), father of the 
even more famous scientist Christiaan Huygens. The first 
edition appeared in 1658. Leerintveld notes that Huygens 
philologists give the present 1672 edition “the highest 
authority: it is the last edition produced during Huygens’s 
life and was prepared with great care: ... Huygens certainly 
got involved in the preparation of the copy.”
In 1970 Herman de la Fontaine Verwey noted that Van 
Uchelen appeared to have had many of his books bound 
by a single workshop following a sort of Van Uchelen 
house style: gold-tooled vellum, each board with a frame 
of multiple fillets with a crown at each corner, and the 
title, etc. tooled on the spine in black (in roman and italic 
capitals in the second compartment in the examples we 
have seen). 
The present binding has no birds-in-vines roll and no 
curl, two of the most useful tools for distinguishing these 
workshops, but a book bound for Anna Elisabeth van 
Uchelen’s 1679 marriage (she was the daughter of Pieter 
van Uchelen, who appears to be Paulo’s older brother or 
uncle) shows some of the characteristic features of Paulo 
van Uchelen’s bindings (though in calf rather than vellum), 
including the crowns at the corners (and a larger crown in 
the centre, used in the corners of larger bindings for Paulo 
van Uchelen), and it also shows a birds-in-vines roll and 
curl stamps. Jan Storm van Leeuwen attributes it to Albert 
Magnus based on the tools, and the present binding shows 
the same smaller crown stamp, allowing us to confirm that 
Magnus bound it as well. 

Huygens is described as “the most brilliant figure in Dutch 
literary history. ... As a poet Huygens shows a finer sense 
of form than any other early Dutch writer; the language, 
in his hands, became as flexible as Italian. His epistles and 
lighter pieces, in particular, display his metrical ease and 
facility to perfection” (Encyclopedia Brittanica, 1910–11).
The frontispiece and portrait bear no letterpress text and 
one might not expect them to be part of an integral quire, 
but the two engraved leaves are conjugate and wrap around 
the bifolium that forms the title-page and Huygens’s poem 
“Op den titel”, whose second leaf is signed “*3”. So the 
printer treats these four leaves as a 4-leaf quire *, whether or 
not the engravings were actually printed on a whole sheet 
with the two letterpress leaves or not. The STCN therefore 
treats the two engraved leaves as *1 and *4 and we include 
them in our pagination.
As noted above, the unmistakable “house style” of the 
binding indicates that the book comes from the collec-
tion of Paulo van Uchelen, and the tools show that Albert 
Magnus bound it for him. Further with a late 19th-century 
blue owner’s stamp (11 mm Tuscan-style letter B, not in 
Lugt) in the head margin of both title-pages and the fron-
tispiece; and the ca. 1900 bookplate of Jacob Kalfe (appar-
ently the Zwolle banker of that name, 1850–1937), signed 
by [Oscar] Consée, München, on the front paste-downs. 
Bindings a little dust-soiled, some quires a little browned, 
with a small tear on the fold of one of the plates, but overall 
in very good condition. Large-paper copy of an important 
Dutch work beautifully bound by Albert Magnus for Paulo 
van Uchelen.
[32], 732; [4], 574 pp. Bibl. Belg., H 121 (pp. 565–567); Ad Leerintveld, 
Constantijn Huygens: Nederlandse gedichten 1614–1625 (2001), vol. 2, 
pp. 40–41; Jacob Smit, Constantijn Huygens, pp. 300–301; [(Johan) 
Hendrik Wetstein], Catalogus van de treffelyke vergadering van kunst 
– en boeken van ... Paulus van Uchelen (1703), lot 627 (this copy); J.A. 
Worp, De gedichten van Constantijn Huygens (1892–1899); for Albertus 
Magnus & Paulo van Uchelen: Herman de la Fontaine Verwey, “De 
binder Albertus Magnus ...”, in: Uit de wereld van het boek II, pp. 147–
169, at pp. 161–162 (English translation: “The binder Albertus Magnus 
...”, in: Quaerendo, 1 (1971), pp. 158–178, at pp. 173–175. ☞ More on 
our website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/J5NAUPWZ2V29.html
https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/J5NAUPWZ2V29.html
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Critical survey of Dutch mercantile activities in Indonesia,  
India and Sri Lanka

23 [IND ONE SI A – INDI A – SR I L A NKA]. Nederlandsch India, in haaren tegenwoordigen toestand 
beschouwd; of waar en gronding berigt van haare regeering, derzelver bestier en handelingen; haare bezit-
tingen; haare militie; haar kwijnenden handel, zeevaart, enz.
Batavia [= Amsterdam?], [1780?]. 8°. With a decoration on the title-page, headpiece and factotum all built 
up from rococo typographic ornaments. Contemporary marbled paper wrappers. € 2950

First edition of an economic survey of the VOC (Dutch 
East India Company) trading posts and possessions 
in Asia. As might be expected it centres on Indonesia, 
but also discusses the activities of the Dutch in other 
places at length: Ceylon, “one of the main possessions”; 
Coromandel, where the Dutch brought all goods from 
the smaller trading posts to their outpost and regional 
capital Nagapattinam (a woman governed the region!); 
Malabar, exporting no less than 2 million pounds of pepper, 
cardamom and other spices yearly; Surat, “a complete 
disorder”.
The book provides detailed information about the 
social-political structures of these trading posts, the 
valuable goods and materials that the country produces 
and the way the Dutch operate with the local population. 
The author is very critical of the abuses in the Dutch East 
Indies, an observation that was ahead of his time.
A French translation (État présent des Indes Hollandaises, 
contenant une peinture varie et fidelle du gouvernement) 
appeared most likely in the same year. Landwehr suggests 
that the two were published simultaneously and may have 
been printed in Amsterdam.
With a manuscript list of readers from a Haarlem reading 
society, beginning on 28 March 1780, on the back of the 
front wrapper, supporting the date ca. 1780 in the literature. 
The list includes the names of prominent Haarlemmers: 
Joh. Enschede (2x), A. Hugaart Heems, Pieter Klaarenbeek 
and others. Wrappers and leaves slightly frayed, title-page 
slightly soiled. Otherwise in good condition.
80 pp. Cat. NHSM I, 506; Landwehr, VOC 1596; Rouffaer, p. 62. ☞ 
More on our website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/ABC_45700.html
https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/ABC_45700.html
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Tempo Doeloe revisited: spectacular collection of 133 magnificent 
original Woodbury & Page photographs of Java and Sumatra,  

the most important islands of the Dutch East Indies
24 [ JAVA – SUM AT R A]. Souvenir des Indies ( Java and West Sumatra).

Batavia, Woodbury & Page, 1865–1885. 3 albums (34 × 46 x 5.5 cm; photographs ca. 19.5 × 24.5 cm). 33 
original photographs (numbered in pencil), all albumen prints (ca. 190–200 × 230–250 mm), mounted 
on thin paperboard leaves (42.5 × 31 cm) with gilt edges. Stored in 3 contemporary book-shaped boxes. A 
few annotations in pencil on the back of some photographs. € 22 500

The 3 boxes, containing 133 photographs, 
form one of the rare choice collections that 
were sold to individual buyers who could 
select photographs at the famous studio 
of Woodbury & Page – established at 
Rijswijkstraat, Batavia (now Jakarta) – to 
be stored in boxes or albums with titles like 
“Vues de Java”, “Vues des Indes”, “Gezigten 
van Batavia” (sold as standard collections 
of 16 photographs in an album), etc.
The collection contains 27 photographs 
of Batavia and surroundings, including 
Woodbury & Page’s best-known view, 
showing the place where travellers disem-
barked after their long journey, further 
the Amsterdam Poort, Molenvliet, China 
town, Hotel der Nederlanden, Prapatan 
area, Waterlooplein, Weltevreden, Meester 
Cornelis and the road to Buitenzorg 
(Bogor), also including portraits of the 
famous painter Raden Saleh and his wife, 
and his mansion. Also present are 19 pho-
tographs of the “Grote Postweg” from 
Bogor, via the Puntjak pass, Sindanglaya, 
and Tjiandjur, to Bandung, including 
views of Sindanglaya, Tjiandjur (Ciandjur) 
and the country house of the Governor-
General at Tjipanas. Next to these photo-
graphs, the collection holds 8 photographs 
of the Preanger: Sukabumi and south 
coast, 11 photographs of Bandung and 
surroundings, including the houses of the 
Regent and the Resident, the “Sociëteit” 
(Clubhouse) and the Mosque, 24 photographs of the road 
from Bandung, via Sindanglaya and Garut to Sumedang, 
including the tea plantation Waspada (owner: K.F. Holle), 
near Garut; and 12 photographs of Sumedang, Pakalongan 
and Semarang.
Some light marginal foxing (not affecting the photo-
graphs), 2 hinges weak and the inner lining of the boxes 
soiled in places, but still in very good condition.
 Scott Merrillees, Batavia in nineteenth century photographs (2000); 
John Bloom, “Woodbury and Page: photographers of the old order”, in: 
Toward independence: a century of Indonesia photographed (1991). ☞ 
More on our website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/ABC_45595.html
https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/ABC_45595.html
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Letters about Saint Jerome,  
by the first printer in Blaubeuren (near Ulm) ca. 1475/77

25 J E R O M E  (H I E R O N Y MU S ), Saint (subject). Epistola Beati Euseby ad Damasium Portunensem 
Episcopum & ad Theodomum senatorem Romanum de morte gloriosi Hieronimi doctoris eximy.
[d7:] Epistola Beati Augustini Episcopi ad Cirillum venerabilem Archiepiscopium Hierosolimitanum de 
vita obitu & miraculis Beatissimi Hieronimi prespiteri & doctoris eximy.
[e5:] Epistola Cirilli Archiepiscopi ad Beatimi Augustinum Episcopium de miraculis gloriosi Hieronimi 
necnon & de morte Beati Euseby discipuli Sancti Hieronimi.
[Blaubeuren, Conrad Mancz, ca. 1475/77]. Small 2° (27.5 × 20 cm). Set in what is sometimes called a goti-
co-antiqua type (119 mm/20 lines, with 31 lines per page), in this case mixing some roman influences into 
what is largely a rotunda gothic type. With about 150 “Lombardic” initials in red ink: 2 4-line, 4 3-line, 
about 140 2-line (1 with pen-work decorations in brown ink) and 4 1-line, in spaces left for that purpose 
and capitals rubricated throughout.Modern parchment. € 25 000

Third(?) edition in the original 
Latin (the first edition in folio 
format) of three letters about the 
life, death and miracles of Saint 
Jerome, incorrectly attributed to 
Eusebius of Cremona (a 5th-cen-
tury disciple of Jerome), Saint 
Augustine and Saint Cyril, now 
believed to have been written in 
Italy or France in the 14th-cen-
tury. These letters were first 
printed by Ulrich Zell in Köln 
ca. 1470. The earliest dated 
edition was printed in Milan 
(28 November 1475), but GW 
dates the present edition ca. 
1475, so it may predate the Milan 
edition, though Polain dated it 
ca. 1477. Italian translations 
were printed in Venice ca. 1471, 
1473 and 1475. Conrad Mancz 
was the only early printer in the 
town of Blaubeuren, near Ulm. 
Most of his few known books 
are undated and give neither 
the printer or publisher’s name 
nor the place of publication, 
but he certainly worked from 
1474 (possibly from 1473) to 
1478. The book is entirely set 
in one type (largely a rotunda 
but with roman influences), 
with no title-page, quire signa-
tures, catchwords, or page or leaf numbers. The two 4-line 
initials and one of the 3-line initials mark the opening of 
the three letters, preceded by the three titles transcribed 
above, indented at both right and left.
Lacking the blank leaf h10. Washed and with a few faint 
water stains, a tear into the text block repaired in e1, 
marginal tears repaired in a6 and g8 and a few very minor 
marginal defects and some reinforcing in the gutter fold, 

but otherwise in very good condition and with very large 
margins, preserving the tranchefiles and parts of the deckles 
(leaf 26.5 × 19.5 cm). A ca. 1475 edition of letters about 
Saint Jerome, one of the few early printed books from the 
town of Blaubeuren, near Ulm, preserved with nearly its 
full original margins.
[130] pp. BMC II, p. 564; Bod-Inc E054; BSB-Ink E121; GW 9447; 
ISTC ihoo239000; USTC 745756.☞ More on our website

throughout.Modern
745756.https
www.forumrarebooks.com/item/LCBJKA578TUN.html
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Detailed and fascinating practical manual on animals  
harmful to people and their livestock and crops,  

with 3 engravings showing more than 100 animals
26 [K R A F F T, Abraham Friedrich]. Der sowohl Menschen und Viehe grausamen Thiere, schädlichen Un-

geziefers und verderblichen Gewürmer gäntzliche Ausrottung.
Nürnberg, Johann Leonhard Buggel, 1709–1712. 2 volumes. 8°. Each volume with a folding illustrated 
engraved title-page and a folding letterpress title-page, and a larger folding engraved plate in volume II. 
Contemporary but not uniform vellum. € 4500

First edition, rarely found complete, of a detailed account 
of animals that are harmful to people and to their livestock, 
the treatment of bites, illnesses and poisonings they cause 
and instructions for their extermination. It covers animals 
on land, in water, in the air and underground. The large 
folding plate in vol. II shows 38 insects, including 14 cat-
erpillars, and the two engraved title-pages for volumes I 
and II show well over 50 (vol. I) about 25 (vol. II) animals, 
not counting a large group of ants and many birds in the 
distance in the former. The book also provides informa-
tion about uses of the (dead) harmful animals for making 
clothes and medicines, and includes many medicinal 
recipes. The animals discussed include wolves, foxes, mad 
dogs, birds (including birds of prey), snakes, frogs, toads, 
rats, mice, moles, beetles, caterpillars, bed bugs, lice, fleas 
and other insects, spiders, snails and other molluscs, various 
kinds of worms and even a dragon and basilisk (the latter 
illustrated in the engraved title-page to volume I: it looks 
more cock-like than snake-like, so most people would 
now call it a cockatrice, but the two have long been used 

almost interchangeably). Krafft notes that dragons are 
rarely or never found in Germany but says one was found 
in Bohemia a few years ago and that they are more common 
in Nubia, Libya and the largest ones in “Indien”, probably 
meaning the East Indies and perhaps based on reports of 
the Komodo dragon.
With an owner’s inscription of Stefan von Clodt (1674–
1737), Vicar General and Provost of Michaelsberg in Fulda, 
on the title-page of vol. I. Somewhat browned (vol. I only 
slightly) and with an occasional small stain, but still in good 
condition. The binding of vol. I is in very good condition, 
with only a few small worm holes in the hinges; vol. II 
is rubbed and damaged, lacking the lowest 3 cm of the 
backstrip. A very detailed source of information on animals 
regarded as pests, from both a medical and a farming and 
gardening perspective.
[22], “699” [= 697], [23]; [38], 944, [48] pp. plus 2 folding letterpress 
title-pages and the 3 engravings. Lindner, Jagdliteratur 11.1171.01 & 
11.1173.01; VD18 11041935 (= 90643208 & 90643224); cf. Horn & 
Schenkling 12340 (with 1713 ed. of vol. I). ☞ More on our website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/KAHFNW706ETU.html
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Important scientific and trade voyage around the world
27 L A P L AC E , Cyrille Pierre Théodore. Voyage autour du monde par les mers de l’Inde et de Chine ... 

exécuté sur la corvette de l’état La Favorite pendant les années 1830, 1831 et 1832.
Paris, Imprimerie Royale (views volume: Arthus Bertrand; map volume: Dépôt-Générale de la Marine), 
1833–1835. 4 text volumes (8°), 1 views volume (2°) and 1 atlas volume (1°, 66 × 51 cm). With 1 folding 
engraved map in the first text volume, 2 full-page maps and 10 maps on 9 double-page plates in the “atlas 
hydrographique”, and 72 extraordinary aquatint plates (ca. 27 × 36 cm) in the “album historique”, most of 
them with the blind-stamped image of the ship La Favorite (15 × 28 mm). Contemporary half dark green 
calf, gold-tooled spines. € 69 500

First edition of an important account of the circumnav-
igation of the world under command of Cyrille Pierre 
Théodore Laplace (1793–1875). In May 1829 Laplace was 
appointed commander of the ship La Favorite, to make 
a journey around the world for scientific and commercial 
purposes. He departed from Toulon, followed the 
coast lines of Africa past the Cape Good Hope 
and visited Pondichéry, Madras and Surabaya. 
He explored the coasts of Cochinchina and 
Tonkin and set sail to the Philippines and after 
that Australia, Tasmania and New Zealand. He 
crossed the Pacific on his return to Toulon, past 
Valparaiso, Cape Horn and the coasts of Brazil. On 
20 April 1832 he touched ground in Toulon again. 
The journey was a considerable success and added 
many important details to the scientific knowledge 
of the areas explored.
Some small tears, a few slight stains in the views 
volume. Very good set.
[4], XLI, 558, [2]; [4], 481, [1]; [4], 510, [2]; [4], 480; [4] pp. Borba de 
Moraes I, pp. 457–458; Ferguson 1669; Hill 980; cf. Sabin 38985 (other 
ed.). ☞ More on our website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/23146.html
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Classic of English falconry,  
dedicated to the Master Falconer of James I

28 L AT H A M, Simon. Latham’s faulconry, or the faulcons lure and cure: in two books 
the first concerning the ordering and training up of all hawks in generall; especially the 
haggard faulcon-gentle.
Including: New and second book of faulconry.
London, printed by Richard Hodgkinson for Thomas Rooks, 1658. 2 parts in 1 volume. 
Small 8°. With woodcut frontispiece of “The Haggard Faulcon”, second title with wood-
cut vignette of a gentleman riding his horse with his hawk on his arm. Second part with 
woodcuts in text, woodcut headpieces and decorative initials. 19th century gold-tooled 
calf, marbled endpapers. € 28 000

The third (first handy pocket-sized) edition of 
two books on falconry by Simon Latham (d. 
1649?), first published in 1614 and 1618 respec-
tively. The first edition of part 1 was dedicated to 
Sir Thomas Monson, Master Falconer to James 
I, and the present edition retains that dedica-
tion, though Monson died in 1641 (and James 
in 1625). The second part is Latham’s New and 
second book of faulconry, first published in 1618 
but “usually bound up with the first” (Harting, 
p. 16) and noted even on the 1614 and 1615 title-
pages of the first part. “Ordering and training of 
all hawks in general and especially the haggard 
falcon gentle. Approved medicines for the cure 
of all their difficulties. A very rare and valuable 
work” (USAF). The frontispiece depicts tools of 
the falconer’s trade. The 1615 “edition” of book 1 

is a reissue of the first (1614) edition, but second 
editions of both books appeared in 1633 and 
the present third editions in 1658. All editions 
before 1658 are in 4to format. The present small 
8vo was more convenient for an ornithologist to 
use in the field.
From the personal collection of the gentleman 
and Knightsbridge manuscript dealer Myles 
Colbeck Radford (1897–1963) with his armorial 
bookplate to front paste-down. Some spots 
and stains throughout; lacking the final blank. 
Lower corner of A2 in part 1 torn with slight loss 
of text (professionally remargined).
[34], 176; [24], 144, [8] pp. ESTC R202683; Harting 20 
(note); WorldCat 228729034; USAF Academy Library, 
Special bibliography series no. 38: Falconry, p. 14; Wing 
L568 & L569; cf. Schwerdt I, 302. ☞ More on our website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/ABC_45288.html
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Rare Dutch translation of the descriptions  
of the trading posts of the English East India Company

29 LO CKYER , Carel. Beschryvinge van den koophandel in Oostindien, inhoudende middelen tot een goed 
bestier in den handel, pryscouranten, en tafels, de beschryvingen van ’t Fort St. George, Archin, Malacca, 
Condore, Canton, Anjengo, Muskat, Gamron, Suratta, Goa, Carwar, Tellichery, Panola, Calicuut, Caap 
de Goede Hoop, en St. Helena … Nieuwlyks vertaald door Arnout Schuyt.
Amsterdam, Adrianus Douci, 1753. 4°. With a woodcut vignette on the title-page. Contemporary gold-
tooled calf, marbled edges. € 12 500

Rare first and only edition of a translation of the greater part 
of an English book on the trade in India: An account of the 
trade in India containing rules for good government in trade, 
price courants, and tables, with descriptions of fort St. George … 
To which is added (not translated by Schuyt) an account of the 
management of the Dutch in their affairs in India (London, for 
the author, sold by Samuel Crouch, 1711) written by Charles 
Lockyer (d. 1752) of Ilchester, a British Whig politician who 
sat in the House of Commons from 1727 to 1747. Lockyer 
was a chief accountant in the South Sea Company, and gave 
evidence to the secret House of Commons committee set up 
to inquire into the South Sea bubble.
The account has been translated by Arnout Schuyt (post 
1690–post 1753), who was the son of Arnold (Arnout) 
Schuyt van Castricum (1663–1735) (a Director of the Dutch 
India Company (VOC)) and Catharine Soolmans. Hardly 

anything else could be find about him. His book contains 
accurate translations of the descriptions of the trading 
posts (factories) of the English East India Company: at St. 
Helena and Cape of Good Hope in the West; the factories 
for trade with Persia: Muscat and Gamron (Gombroon) on 
the Persian Gulf; in India: on the Malabar coast, Suratte, 
Goa, Carwar, Tellicheri (Thalassery), Panola, Calicut, 
and Anjengo (Anchutengo); on the Coromandel coast, 
Fort St. George; Archin (Atjeh) on northern Sumatra; 
Malacca; and Condore and Canton in China in the East. 
The factories of Panola and St. Helena are described less 
extensively than the others.
Binding slightly worn, some small stains and slightly foxed, 
but otherwise in good condition.
[8], 139 pp. STCN (2 copies); cf. Biogr. Dict. of British economists, IV; 
not in Landwehr, VOC. ☞ More on our website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/ABC_46046.html
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Attractive set containing most of the emblematic works  
of Jan Luyken, with a total of 700 engravings

30 LU Y K E N, Jan (and Caspar). [Set of 11 works by Jan Luyken].
Amsterdam, widow of P. Arentz, and Kornelis vander Sys, 1708 – 1718 (10 vols.); Haarlem, C.H. Bohn, 
1767 (1 vol.). 11 volumes. 8°. Contemporary uniform half calf, richly gold-tooled spines (10 vols.), the 1767 
in slightly different half calf, apparently made to match the earlier ones. € 12 000

Attractive set of 11 works of the famous Dutch poet, artist 
and engraver Jan Luyken (1649–1712). Luyken, like Saint 
Augustine, had led a rather frivolous life when young, 
which he said helped him to vividly depict the dangers and 
temptations of a worldly life. Most of the works included 
are emblem books, with engravings accompanied by a 
Dutch motto, a poem, and several relevant Biblical passages 
for further contemplation. The set contains:
1). Beschouwing der wereld... Amsterdam, 1708.
2). De zedelyke en stichtelyke gezangen... Amsterdam, 
1709.
3). De onwaardige wereld... Amsterdam, 1710.
4). De bykorf des gemoeds, honing zaamelende uit allerly 
bloemen... Amsterdam, 1711.

5). Het leerzaam huisraad... Amsterdam, 1711.
6). Des menschen begin, midden en einde... Amsterdam, 
1712.
7). Jezus en de ziel... Amsterdam, 1714.
8). Vonken der liefde Jezus... Amsterdam, 1717.
9). Spiegel van het menselyk bedryf... Amsterdam, 1718.
10). Het overvloeijend herte, of nagelatene verzen... 
Haarlem, 1767.
11). Bybel printen. Amsterdam, [1712].
Text and plates in very good condition, only slightly 
browned, with occasional foxing and a few small spots. 
Bindings rubbed along the extremities, some corners 
bumped.
 ☞ More on our website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/23510.html
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A collection of Venetian 
voyages to the Near  
and Middle East,  

printed at the Aldine press
31 [M A N U Z I O, Antonio (ed.)]. Viaggi 
fatti da Vinetia, alla Tana, in Persia, in India, et 
in Costantinopoli: con la descrittione particolare 
di città, luoghi, siti, costumi, & della porta del 
Gran Turco: & di tutte le intrate, spese, & modo 
di governo suo, & della ultima impresa contra 
Portoghesi.
Venice, sons of Aldus Manutius, 1545. 8°. With 
Aldus’s woodcut anchor device on the title-page. 
18th-century English polished calf. € 7500

Second edition (first published in 1543) of a collection 
of Venetian voyages to the Near and Middle East, edited 
by Antonio Manuzio, son of Aldus. “Tana was the name 
which the Genoese gave to their factory at Azov at the 
mouth of the river Don. This volume contains voyages by 
Giosafat Barbaro (Tana in 1436, Persia 1471), Ambrogio 
Contarini (Persia 1473–77), and Luigi Roncinotto 
(Ethiopia 1532, Persia and India in 1529). It also includes 
Benedetto Ramberti’s account of the Turkish Sultan’s 
campaign against the Portuguese settlement of Diu in 
northern India in 1538” (Atabey). “This appears to be 
one of the very few travel books from the Aldine press” 
(Blackmer).
Contemporary owner’s inscription in ink on the title-
page, another cut away at the foot (paper restored 
without loss); another contemporary owner’s inscrip-
tion, “Gioseppe Custodi”, below the colophon. Modern 
owner’s inscription “J. W. S. M./Caius./Cambridge./
Jan. 1899” on front paste-down – very likely the Caius-
educated English entomologist John William Scott 
Macfie (1879–1948). Later himself a traveller to the East, 
he served as director of the Medical Research Institute 
in Accra between 1914 and 1923, having undertaken the 
same responsibilities in an acting capacity at Lagos in 
1913. Lacking the final leaf, blank except that it repeats 
Aldus’s device (and the name “Aldus”) from the title-
page. Extremities rubbed and bumped, short cracks in 
joints. Light water stain in first few leaves.
163 ll. Adams V624; Blackmer 1071; Göllner 861; Renouard 134 (of 
the 2 eds. he notes the present is “bien mieux imprimée”); cf. Atabey 
761 (1st ed.). ☞ More on our website

Well-made Lyon 8vo Latin edition  
of Europe’s principal source for Arabic pharmacology

32 M A S AWA IH al-M A R DINI (ME SUE the younger). De re medica libri tres, Jacobo Sylvio interprete.
Lyon, Guillaume Rouillé (colophon: printed by Philibert Rollet), 1550. 8°. With Rouillé’s woodcut device 
on the title-page (eagle on a globe, flanked by 2 snakes), numerous woodcut decorated initials, and an 
arabesque decoration below the colophon. 19th-century marbled boards, manuscript spine label. € 3500

Well-made but popularly priced Lyon 8vo edition 
of Mesue’s three seminal pharmacological works, 
including his great pharmacological handbook, the 
principal model for the European pharmacopoeias, 
translated into Latin by Jacques Dubois/Jacobus 
Sylvius (1478–1555), who taught anatomy at Paris (his 
students including Vesalius and Gesner). Dubois first 
published it in a Paris folio edition in 1542. Speaking 
of the “artisanal epistemology“ crucial to the European 
scientific revolution, De Vos calls Mesue’s present 
works “a conduit for the Arabic contributions to that 
epistemology and its subsequent development and 
impact”, describing them as “the most dominant source 
of pharmaceutical writings” and “by far the most influ-
ential in the subsequent development of European 
pharmacy”, with Dubois’s new Latin translation “of 
particular note” (pp. 668, 670, 673).
It is by far the most detailed and extensive mediaeval 
book of pharmacological recipes, far surpassing the 
12th-century Antidotarium Nicolai, which had been 
the standard work in Europe. Not only does it include 
432 recipes for compound medications (compared 
with Nicolai’s 85), it arranges them by the kind of 
medicine, rather than alphabetically, and unlike 
Nicolai it gives detailed instructions for their prepa-
ration. It largely superseded Nicolai in Europe in the 
late 1300s and early 1400s. Although Mesue and his 
present works have fallen into undeserved obscurity in 
the general public, they went through more editions 
than Ibn Sina (Avicenna), Galen or Discorides.
If the attribution to “Joannis Mesuae Damasceni” is 
correct, the author must be Yahya (= Yuhanna) ibn 
Masawaih al-Mardini (ca. 925–1015), known in the 
West as Mesue the younger.
Provenance: 1) owner’s inscription in ink, dated 1636, 
struck through and difficult to decipher, on front 
paste-down; 2) another dated 21 August 1818, on back 
paste-down, also difficult to read; 3) 19th-century ink 
owner’s inscription of Arthur Rénaux on front paste-
down. Occasional browning; an owner’s inscription(?) 
erased on the title-page with slight loss to author’s 
name. Binding rubbed; hinges cracked and minor 
chips in the spine.
[16], 421, [1], [2 blank] pp. Baudrier IX, 176; Durling 3144; 
USTC 150499; Wellcome 4280; cf. Hirsch I, 171f; not in BMC STC 
French; for Mesue and the present works: Paula De Vos, “The ‘Prince 
of Medicine’: Yuhanna ibn Masawayh and the foundations of the 
Western pharmaceutical tradition”, in: Isis, 104 (2013), pp. 667–712; 
Prioreschi, History of medicine, IV (Byzantine and Islamic), pp. 
290–291. ☞ More on our website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/H6HFW5NQOFFQ.html
https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/L7NAYKM7EWW1.html
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Standard work on Islam
33 M I L L S, Charles. Histoire du Mahométisme ... traduite de l´Anglais sur la deuxième édition ...

Paris, Boulland et Cie, 1825. 8°. With hand-coloured lithographed frontispiece (‘’L’Evèque ou Wladika’’). 
Late 19th-century textured cloth, gilt edges. € 3500

First French edition of an authoritative work on Islam, 
translated from the second, corrected English edition.
It was first published in 1817, followed by a 2nd edition in 
1818. “At the time of its publication it was proclaimed to be 
the only complete authority on ‘Muhammadanism’ in any 
language” (Goodwin). The work elaborates on every aspect 
of Islam, starting with the life of Mohammed. It further 
includes detailed descriptions of the battles fought by 

Muslim armies, and chapters on Islamic law, literature and 
customs. The frontispiece was most likely taken from Vialla 
de Sommières Voyage historique et politique au Montenegro 
(1820).
Some spotting, otherwise in very good condition.
[2], IV, 544 pp. WorldCat (3 copies); cf. BMC XVII, p. 733 (1826 ed.); 
Hage Chahine 3219; not in Atabey; Blackmer; for the author: Goodwin, 
“Mills, Charles (1788–1826)”, in: ODNB (online ed.). ☞ More on our 
website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/F7AF6ZYD4ZB1.html
https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/F7AF6ZYD4ZB1.html
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Haskell Norman copy of “the most complete collection  
of early writings on balneology” by several classical,  

Arabic and contemporary authorities
34 [M I N E R A L B AT H S – B A L N E O L O GY ]. De balneis omnia quae extant apud Graecos, Latinos, 

et Arabas, tam medicos quàm quoscunque caeterarum artium probatos scriptores: qui vel integris libris, vel 
quoquo alio modo hanc materiam tractauerunt: nuper hinc inde accurate conquisita & excerpta, atque in 
vnum tandem hoc volumen redacta. In quo aquarum ac thermarum omnium, quae in toto ferè orbe terra-
rum sunt, metallorum item, & reliquorum mineralium naturae, vires, atque vsus exquisitissime explicantur: 
indicibus quatuor appositis, ...
Venice, (colophon:) heirs of Lucan-
tonio Giunta [= Tomasso Giunta], 
1553. 2°. With 5 full-page woodcuts 
with plans and views of mineral 
baths and a woodcut title vignette 
and initials. 18th-century vellum, 
manuscript title on spine. € 6500

First edition of “the most complete 
collection of early writings on balneol-
ogy” (Norman Library), incorporating 
texts on this subject from more than 
70 classical, Arabic and contemporary 
authorities. Among them are Arabic 
authorities like Avicenna or Ibn Sina, 
Averroës and Avenzohar, but also (late) 
medieval) authorities like Guainerio, 
Gesner, Savanarola, Petrus de Abano, 
Maimonides, and classical authorites as 
Hippocrates, Galen, Pliny and Vitruvius. 
This collection of texts therefore offer 
not only a complete, both western and 
oriental, history of balneology from 
antiquity to the 16th-century and the 
therapeutic value of mineral baths, but 
also contains descriptions for more than 
200 mineral baths, the then known 
watering-places. Some of the texts in 
this collection are only known from 
this edition. The work is beautifully 
illustrated with 5 full-page woodcuts, 
showing the floor plan for a thermal bath 
at Pozzuoli (f. 287), the waterwheel-driven pump used to 
raise water at the baths of Fideris in the Prätigau Valley in 
Switzerland (f. 295), a vivid view of the bath in Plombières-
les-Bains in the Vosges, France, including their visitors (f. 
299), a map of the Adriatic coast surrounding Trieste (f. 
305) and a woodcut showing a Roman bath (f. 489). Added 
to this collection is Joannes Antonius Siccus’s “De balneis 
compendium ex Hippocrate et Galeno”, which seems to 
have been added while the book was on the press, because 
the text is printed after the word “Finis” and the colophon, 
after the table of contents and register for the whole work, 
in a new quire (3q).

From the collection of Haskell F. Norman (1915–1996). 
Also with an owner’s inscription of Antonio Orsetti on the 
first free endpaper and another owner’s inscription struk 
through on the title-page, the latter owner also responsible 
for the marginal annotations throughout the work (some 
shaved). Binding only a little dust-soiled, some occasional 
spotting, foxing and some occasional small stains. The 
Norman copy of a rare collection of early accounts of 
thermal baths.
14; 497 ll. Adams D167; BM STC Italian, p. 363; Brunet I, col. 648 
(“collection rare et recherchée”); Garrison & Morton 1986; Mortimer, 
Italian 214; Norman Library 113; Haskell F. Norman library of science 
and medicine, part I (Christie’s New York, 18 March 1998), lot 29; Osler 
1902; Wellcome I, 652. ☞ More on our website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/ABC_46168.html


– 68 –

Missionary printing culture in Macao: one of the earliest books 
printed on the first missionary press

35 M O R R I S O N, Robert. A view of China for philological purposes, containing a sketch of Chinese 
chronology, geography, government, religion and customs. Designed for the use of persons who study the 
Chinese language.
Macao, printed at the East India Company’s press, by P. P. Thoms, published and sold by Black, Parbury 
& Allen, booksellers to the Company, London, 1817. 4° (27 × 20 cm). Printed in roman and Chinese type. 
20th-century dark blue paper over boards. € 4950

First edition of an important survey of Chinese culture, 
written by the first Protestant missionary in China, the 
Scotsman and Presbyterian Robert Morrison (1782–1834), 
who was also important for the evolution of the mission 
press in China. The work was intended for students of 
the Chinese language, being an extensive description of 
Chinese culture and history.
The present work has a highly interesting and remarkable 
printing history. It was printed on a press that was shipped 
out of London in 1814 by the East India Company to print 
another work by Morrison: A dictionary of the Chinese 
language (1815–1823), being the first large scale mission 
press in Macao, though short-lived. Although the present A 
view of China for philological purposes was initially written 

to be published as an appendix to the A dictionary of the 
Chinese language, it was separately published, printed by 
P.P. Thoms on the Company’s Macao printing press, which 
was shipped there in 1814.
With the library stamp of the Public Library of Cincinnati, 
Ohio, on the back of the title-page and on the blank last 
page. Only some leaves very slightly browned and with a 
few very small marginal tears (not affecting the text), but 
overall in very good condition. A rare and important work 
on Chinese history and culture, here in its first edition, a 
highly interesting artefact of missionary printing in Macao.
VI, 141, [1 blank] pp. Cordier 65; Lowendahl 793; Lust 126; cf. S.W. 
Barnett, “Silent evangelism: Presbyterians and the mission press in 
China, 1807–1860”, in: Journal of Presbyterian history 49 (1971), 4, pp. 
287–302. ☞ More on our website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/ABC_46219.html
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Account of the first scientific expedition to the Middle East,  
Egypt, Persia and India

36 N I E BUH R , Carsten. Reize naar Arabië en andere omliggende landen.
Amsterdam, S.J. Baalde; Utrecht, J. van Schoonhoven and company (vol. 1) and Bartholomeus Wild (vol. 
2) (colophons: Utrecht, printed by J.J. Besseling), 1776–1780. 2 volumes. 4°. With 2 engraved title-pages, 
31 engraved maps and plans (7 folding, that of Yemen hand-coloured in outline) and 94 other engraved 
plates (30 folding), engraved by C. Philips, Th. and C.H. de Koning, C.J. de Huyser, C.F. Fritsch, O. de 
Vries and others. 19th-century half calf. Untrimmed. € 6000

Dutch translation of an important and famous account 
of the Royal Danish Expedition (1761–67) to the Middle 
East, Egypt, Persia and India, the first scientific expe-
dition to this area. The original German edition was 
published in Copenhagen in 1744–1778 under the title 
Reisebeschreibung nach Arabien und anderen umliegenden 
Ländern.
‘’In volume II, p. 317 he [Niebuhr] begins his description 
of the journey from Beit el Fakih in the coffee mountains. 
This is accompanied by three engravings’’ (Hünersdorff ). 
There are some 40 other references to coffee in this work, 
including the journey from Sana’a to Mocha. The plates, 
the same as used for the first German language edition, 
include many views of cities, antiquities and statues, natives 
in traditional dress, hieroglyphs, Arabic script, musical 
instruments, a reception with the Iman of Sana’a (Yemen) 
and views of the mosque in Meshed Ali. The 31 maps and 
plans show Constantinople, the Nile, Dschidda ( Jeddah) 
in the province of Mecca, Bombay, the palace of Persepolis, 
Muscat, the Persian Gulf, Baghdad, Mosul, etc. Niebuhr’s 

map of Yemen, the first accurate map of the area ever made, 
remained the standard for the next 200 years.
‘’The expedition had been proposed by the Hebrew scholar 
Johann David Michäelis of Göttingen for the purpose of 
illustrating certain passages of the Old Testament, and 
initially envisaged only a single traveller, possibly an 
Arabic scholar. However, the idea rapidly blossomed into 
a fully-fledged scientfiic expedition. The team eventu-
ally assembled, for which there was no appointed leader, 
included Niebuhr as surveyor, along with Friedrich 
Christian von Haven, Peter Forskall, Christian Carl 
Kramer, Georg Baurenfeind, and a Swedish ex-soldier 
named Berggren’’ (Howgego). Carsten Niebuhr (1733–
1815) was the sole survivor, and his work represents an 
important contribution to the study of the Middle East.
Bindings slightly worn. Large-margined copy of a famous 
account of a scientific expedition to the Middle East, 
Egypt, Persia and India in fine condition.
VIII, [6], 484, [2]; [16], 455, [1] pp. Howgego, to 1800, N24; 
Hünersdorff, Coffee, p. 1081; Tiele, Bibl. 796; cf. Atabey 873–874; Cox 
I, pp. 237–238; Gay, Bibl. de l’Afrique et Arabe 3589. ☞ More on our 
website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/EBMD5MLVOA3M.html
https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/EBMD5MLVOA3M.html
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Lalain (vol. IX, 1); and Ripperda (vol. IX, 2), which were all performed in 
the Amsterdamse Schouwburg, the theatre of Amsterdam.
An admirer of the predominant French literature at the time – especially 
of the work of Voltaire – Nomsz translated or adapted many French 
plays. The collection contains the following examples: Ferdinant Cortez, 
after Alexis Piron (vol. I, 1); Titus, after De Belloy (vol. I, 2); De Graaf 
van Warwik, after Jean François de la Harpe (vol. IV, 1); De Cid, after 
Corneille (vol. V, 1–2); Bajazet (vol. IV, 2) and Athalia, both after Racine 
(vol. VI, 2); Amélia (vol. VI, 1) and Zaïre (vol. VIII, 1), both after Voltaire; 
Soliman (vol. VIII, 1) and De landloopster (vol. VIII, 2), after Charles 
Simon Farvart.
Added are 3 of Nomsz’s essays, concerning the manner of play-acting and 
about his plays Amosis, Zorvaster and Anthonis Hamsbroek, and his his-
torical work or fictionalized biography of Mohammed, Mohammed, of 
de hervorming der Arabieren (1780), uniformly bound in two volumes, 
separately numbered I–II.
With the bookplates (?) of “De Witte Raaf ” (a house in Nunspeet) and 
an unidentified owner’s stamp. An uniformly bound set in very good 
condition.
[8], 76; [8], 64; [8], 56; 14; 62; [8], 54; 12, [74]; [4], 54; [12], 74; [6], 71; [8], 71; [6], 
58; [12], 78; [6], 112; [8], 82, [2]; 35; [4], 88, [2]; 43; [10], 113; [10], 67; [12], 73, [2]; 
XXVI, 182; [4], 190 pp. For the plays: NNBW, VII, cols. 911–914; Ch. Van Schoonneveldt, 
Over de navolging der klassiek-Fransche tragedie (1906); J.A. Worp, Gesch. van het drame 
en van het tooneel in Nederland, II (1908); B. Albach, Jan Punt en Marten Corver 
(1946); Th.M.M. Mattheij, Waardering en kritiek: Johannes Nomsz en de Amsterdamse 
schouwburg, 1764–1810 (1980); for the biography of Mohammed: Rietbergen, “De 
portretten van Jan Nomsz, Zoroaster en Mohammed’, in: De achttiende eeuw, (2003), 
pp. 3–14. ☞ More on our website

Choice selection of the 16 most important plays by, or translated by, 
Johannes Nomsz in 11 volumes uniformly bound  

in contemporary blind-tooled vellum
37 N O M S Z , Johannes. [A choice col-
lection of 6 original plays written by Johannes 
Nomsz and 10 plays of French playwrights – Ra-
cine, Corneille, Voltaire and others – together with 
other texts highly interesting for the history of the 
Amsterdam stage, and Nomsz’s historical work on 
the life of Mohammed in 2 volumes].
Amsterdam, Izaak Duim, Johannes Smit, David 
Klippink, widow of David Klippink, Hendrik 
Gartman, Johannes Smit, heirs of David Klip-
pink, 1764–1780. 16 plays, 3 essays and 1 biogra-
phy bound in 11 volumes. 8°. With two portraits 
of Nomsz by Reinier Vinkeles (vol. I) and J. 
Houbraken (vol. IX), a portrait of Mohammed 
by J. Houbraken (vol. I) and 14 frontispieces by 
the best engravers of the time: Jan Punt, Reinier 
Vinkeles, Simon Fokke, P. Tanjé and Th. Koning. 
Uniform contemporary vellum with a blind-tooled 
centrepiece and cornerpieces on each board, man-
uscript titles on spines. € 2950

Johannes Nomsz (1738–1803) was a very productive 
Amsterdam author and playwright. He wrote and 
published no less than 50 plays, essays and historical 
works. Six of his original plays are present in this collection: 
Amosis (vol. II, 1); Iemant en niemant (vol. III, 1); Zoroaster 
(vol. III, 2); Anthonius Hambroek (vol. VII, 2); Marie van 

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/ABC_45522.html
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First editions of important works on twilight and optics
38 N UN E S, Pedro. De crepusculis liber unus, nu[n]c rece[n]s & natus et editus.

Including: [Abu ‘Abd Allah Muhammad ibn MU’ADH] (mis-attributed to Ibn AL-HAYTHAM). De 
causis crepusculorum liber unus, à Gerardo Cremonensi iam olim Latinita te donatus, nunc vero omniu[m] 
primum in lucem editus.
(Colophon: Lisbon, Ludovicus Rodericus, January 1542). 4°. With woodcut architectural title-page, 40 
woodcut diagrams concerning astronomy, spherical geometry, optics and geodessy in the text, Rodericus’s 
emblematic woodcut device. Set mostly in the first successful italic type to have sloped capitals, cut by Peter 
Schoeffer the younger, but with extensive passages in roman. Bound in a period-style Italian calf binding, 
gold-tooled spine, each board with a blind-tooled frame and a gold-tooled centrepiece, with “Petri Nonii” 
on the front and “MDXLII” on the back. € 75 000

First edition of two of the most important and rarest scien-
tific works on twilight and optics. The first is a work from 
Portuguese soil, written by the greatest Portuguese math-
ematician Pedro Nunez (1492–1577), who served as royal 
cosmographer at the court of João III. His De crepusculis 
discusses new solutions for problems concerning twilight 
(for example the shortest twilight) and the refraction of 
light, and announces his new instrument for measuring 
exceedingly small angles, now called a “nonius”.
The title-page attributes the second work, De causis cre-
pusculorum, to “Allaken”, meaning the greatest Islamic 
physicist Ibn Al-Haytham (965–1039), living in the 
Arabian Peninsula, whose seminal work in optics broke 
with ancient Greek theories. In fact, it is now attributed 
to the great 11th-century Andalusian mathematician, 
father of spherical trigonometry and astronomer Abu ’Abd 
Allah Muhammad ibn Mu’adh, described by Averroës as 
“advanced and high-ranking” (Sabra, p. 85), though we 
know very little about him. His work discusses the density 
of the atmosphere and establishes a relationship between 
atmospheric pressure and altitude. It also notes that twilight 
only ceases or begins when the sun reaches 19 degrees below 
the horizon. It was translated from Arabic into Latin by 
Gherardo da Cremona (1114–1187), who brought Arabic 
science to the West. As an artifact it shows the significant 
and crucial contributions Islamic civilisation made to the 
accumulation of scientific knowledge in the pre-modern 
age, the golden age of Arabic science, though the Latin 
translations in this field only provide “a dim reflection of 
the true splendour of achievements” (Gerli, p. 804).
With an owner’s inscription at the head of the title-page 
and a handwritten imprint on the title-page in the same 
hand, three faint library stamps (two from a library in 
Douai) and with traces of a bookplate removed from the 
front paste-down. Binding very slightly worn around the 
spine, some small stains on the endpapers, but otherwise a 
beautiful copy in very good condition.
[73], [1 blank] ll. Adams N375; DSB X, pp. 160–161; Honeyman 
2353; Houzeau-Lancaster 1188 & 2473; King Manuel 48; Palau 
196748; Poggendorff II, col. 305; Sabra, “The authorship of the Liber 
de crepusculis”, in: Isis, 58 (1967), pp. 77–85; Stilwell 781 & 863; USTC 
344785; cf. Carmody, Arabic astronomical and astrological sciences in 
Latin translation; Gerli, Medieval Iberia (2003), p. 804; not in Vagnetti. 
☞ More on our website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/ABC_45686.html
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“Some of the most accurate information on China  
to be found in the first half of the seventeenth century”

39 PA N TO JA , Diego de. Advis ... envoyé de Paquin cité de la Chine, au R.P. Loys de Gusman ... Sur le 
succes de la religion chrestienne au royaume de la Chine. De l’entree d’aucuns peres de ladire compagnie 
en la cour du roy, & de plusieurs choses memorables, qu’ils ont veu en ce païs.
Lyon, Pierre Rigaud, 1607. 12°. Contemporary limp sheepskin parchment, remains of ties. € 19 000

First edition in French, of an account of the Jesuit mission 
in China, written by the Spanish Jesuit Diego de Pantoja 
(1571–1618). Pantoja was sent to Japan in 1596, but ended 
up in China, where he accompanied Matthieu Ricci (1552–
1610), establishing the Jesuit mission in Beijing. “In 1602 
Pantoja wrote an account of the progress of the Chinese 
mission in a letter from Peking to Luis de Guzman, the pro-
vincial of Toledo. It was to become one of the most popular 
and widely read of the Jesuit letterbooks: an extract was 
printed by Guerreiro in 1603, then it was published in 
full at Seville in 1605. Apart from detailing the progress 
of Ricci’s expedition, it also provides some of the most 
accurate information on China to be found in the first half 
of the seventeenth century” (Howgego).
With a small blank slip on the title-page covering an 
owner’s inscription. Title-page with a restoration in the 
outer margin, just touching the woodcut device, an inkstain 
on the opening flyleaf and the title-page and some minor 
browning. A very good copy.
[8], 145, [1 blank] pp. De Backer & Sommervogel VI, col. 173; Howgego, 
to 1800, P15. ☞ More on our website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/21856.html
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1479 edition of Pliny’s Natural history  
with stunning illuminated initials in gold, white and colours  

and a matching border with the Ottoni coat of arms
40 P L I N IUS  S E C UN D US , Gaius (P L I N Y  the elder) (Philippus B E R OA L D US , ed.). Historia 

naturalis.
Treviso, Michael Manzolus, [not before 13 October] 1479. 2° (ca. 20.5 × 30 cm). With some of the prelim-
inaries set in 2 columns but further in 1 column, 37 large (mostly 13-line) illuminated gold initials (roman 
capitals) with interlaced white vine decoration on a red, blue and green ground with white decorations, 
edged in blue with white decorations and numerous small (mostly 3-line) manuscript initials (roman cap-
itals) alternating red and blue, all in spaces left for the purpose (most with printed guide letters), the first 
large initial (on c1r) with matching white vine border decorations with additional gold highlights in all four 
margins, that in the foot incorporating the Ottoni coat of arms (base: checky gules and argent; chief: or an 
eagle displayed issuant sable) in a blue cartouche with a green border. 17th-century Italian richly gold – and 
blind-tooled brown morocco with some frames and bands black, sewn on 3 double cords, the front board 
with a shield as centrepiece in a gold cartouche built up from small stamps, the shield quartered in blind 
and with a black bordure with 4 gold spots, and a helm at the head of the cartouche, but otherwise empty. 
Lacking ties. Stored in a custom-made purple cloth and silk solander box. sold

A stunning copy of the 1479 edition of Pliny’s encyclo-
pedia of the knowledge of the ancient world, beautifully 
illuminated for the Ottoni family of Matelica, with 37 
large initials in burnished gold with elaborate decoration 
in several colours, the first with a matching border in all 
four margins, that at the foot incorporating the Ottoni 
coat of arms. When first published a mere decade earlier, 
in Venice in 1469, this work marked the first appearance of 
any scientific text in print and the first printing type that 
can be called a fully fledged roman. The present sixth Latin 
edition is one of the finest specimens ever to leave the press 
of Michael Manzolus. The colophon is dated 25 August 
1479, but a poem dated “Tarvisii tertio idus Octobres 
Mcccclxxix” (Treviso, 13 October 1479) appears on a3v: 
quires a and b comprise the preliminaries so they were 
probably printed last. It is the second edition to be edited 
by Philippus Beroaldus, after the 1476 Parma edition.
Pliny’s Historia naturalis, his only vehicle to spread his 
legacy, is a rich source of information about both the 
understanding and the misunderstanding of the world 
in classical antiquity, whether concerning astronomy, 
geography, (medical) botany, zoology, mineralogy or the 
history of ancient art.
The most important source for natural history in ancient 
times, it not retained its importance in the 15th century, it 
also shaped the foundation of modern Western thought. 
Next to its value as source for ancient natural history, the 
Historia naturalis remains the most important early source 
on the history of Western art, outlining not just the history 
of ancient painting but also the materials and techniques 
of the visual arts – including those used in the decoration 
of this book.
The finely executed coat of arms in the foot margin’s border 
at the beginning of the text indicates that this copy was illu-
minated for the Ottoni family, possibly Count Alessandro 
Ottoni (d. 1485), of Matelica in Italy’s Marche region. The 
same owner has left numerous early marginalia: Pliny 

mentions the inhabitants of the Ottonis’ native town in 
book 3, chapter 13 as “Matilicates”, and the book’s owner has 
marked the relevant line with a manicule. The annotator 
also paid special attention to sections on the Greek islands 
(book 4), the wonders of India (book 6), and the medicinal 
uses of bugs (book 29); a later owner in the mid-16th 
century added a note referencing the “Hieroglyphica” of 
Piero Valeriano (book 9).
Lacking the initial and the final blank leaves. With subtle 
repairs to the spine, the gutter margins of first 3 leaves 
repaired, occasional insignificant spots (somewhat more 
pronounced near the end) and some worming in the final 
leaf. A splendid copy of a magnificent early incunable.
358 ll. BMC VI, p. 888; Bod-Inc P-363; BSB-Ink P-603; HC 13092; Goff 
P791; GW M34310; IDL 3729; ISTC ip00791000; Proctor 647; for the 
type: Riccardo Olocco, A new method of analysing printed type: the case of 
the 15th-century Venetian romans, University of Reading doctoral thesis, 
2019, pp. 339–362, using the present edition to illustrate the type on p. 
342. ☞ More on our website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/ABC_46018.html
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Signed autograph letter from Redouté  
acknowledging payment from the Paris bookseller L. Debure  

for Les Roses
41 R E D O U T É , Pierre-Joseph. [Letter acknowledging payment from the Paris bookseller Debure for Les 

Roses, part 30].
Paris, 18 February 1824. 4° (24.5 × 18.5 cm). Autograph letter, signed, written in brown ink on paper, with 
a note in a different hand recording a related payment. € 6500

A signed autograph letter by Pierre-Joseph Redouté, 
acknowledging his reciept of 30 francs from “Monsieur 
Debure libraire” for the 30th and final part of Les Roses, 
Redouté’s most famous work, which was published in 
installments between 1817 and 1824. This must be the 
Paris bookseller Jean-Jacques Debure (1765–1853) or his 
younger brother Marie-Jacques Debure (1767–1847), 
who were “libraires du Roi et de la Bibliotheque du Roi” 
from 1821 to 1830. The book was printed and published 
by Firmin Didot. Oddly, an addition by a different hand 

below left notes “payé le 26 fevrier” (paid 26 February). 
Perhaps Redouté is writing to Firmin Didot and he was to 
reimburse Debure for this expense. It in any case suggests 
that Debure is not merely buying copies of the book to sell 
but was involved in the publication of Redouté’s Les Roses 
in some manner.
In fine condition, with only a small piece of paper stuck to 
the top right corner, not approaching the text.
[1], [1 blank] pp. ☞ More on our website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/D4RE0URZH1LS.html
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Monograph on monkshood with early lithographed plates
42 R E I C H E N B AC H, Heinrich Gottlieb L. Monographia Generis Aconiti iconibus omnium specierum 

coloratis illustrata Latine et Germanice elaborata. Volumen I [all published].
Leipzig, F.C.G. Vogel, 1820[–1821]. 2°. With 18 numbered hand-coloured plates (6 engraved and 12 litho-
graphed), and 1 uncoloured engraved plate. Modern blue cloth. € 6000

Monograph on an important horticultural group, the 
poisonous aconite, monkshood or wolfsbane. Reichenbach 
pursued his interest in aconites and delphiniums with 
dogged determination: in March 1819 he published 
Uebersicht der Gattung Aconitum, which was followed by 
the present work, published in two parts in 1820 and 1821. 

He never published a second volume, but started a new 
work which combined his observations on the aconite with 
the delphinium.
Very good copy of a monograph on the herb aconite with 
fine engravings and early lithographs.
[4], 1–82, 85–100 pp. Dunthorne 257; GFB, p. 72; Nissen, BBI 1607; 
Stafleu & Cowan 8871. ☞ More on our website

“Pioneer Portuguese Jesuit 
missionary to Japan”

43 R O D R I GU E S  G I R ÃO, João. Lit-
terae Iaponicae annorum M.D C .I X  et X. ad R. 
admodum piae mem. p. Claudium Aquavivam 
generalem praepositum Societatis Iesu A.R.P. 
Provinciali eiusdem in Iapone Societ. Missae.
Antwerp, Petrus and Johannes Bellerus, 1615. 
8°. With woodcut printer’s device on title-page. 
Modern limp parchment, gilt edges. € 4750

First edition of the second Latin translation of the 
annual report and letters of the Jesuits in Japan during 
the years 1609 – 1610, translated by Andreas Schottus. 
The report was written by the “Pioneer Portuguese Jesuit 
missionary to Japan” (Howgego), João Rodriguez (also 
called Giram, Giron Girao or Roiz; 1558–1633) and is 
addressed to Father Claudius d’Aquaviva. It deals with 
the events that had taken place in Japan concerning the 
Jesuit mission.
Heavily browned and a restoration to the last leaf, but 
otherwise a good copy.
[24], 111, [1 blank] pp. Alt-Japan-Katalog 1311; Cordier, Japonica, col. 
268; Howgego, to 1800, R54. ☞ More on our website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/S1679.html
M.DC.IX
https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/HA8DIUNED5A1.html
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Celestial atlas containing an introduction on astronomy,  
with 38 contemporary hand-coloured plates showing celestial maps, 

spheres, constellations etc.
44 RO ST, Johann Leonard. Atlas portatilis coelestis. Oder Compendiöse Vorstellung des gantzen Welt-Geb-

äudes in den Anfangs-Gründen des wahren Astronomie...; sondern auch zugleich daraus, sich einen bessern 
Begriff von dem wahren Fundament sowol der Geographie als Schiffahrt zueignen kan.
Nürnberg, Johann Christoph Weigel, printed by Johann Ernst Adelbulner, 1723. Large 8°. With a dou-
ble-page title-page printed in red and black and XXVIII (38) engraved plates (1 double-page) with celestial 
maps, globes, armillary spheres and astronomical diagrams and constellations, coloured by a contemporary 
hand and tipped onto the fore-edge, folding out so that they can be viewed while reading the book. Con-
temporary calf. € 3500

First edition of Rost’s “Taschenatlas”, a portable celestial 
atlas published as an astronomical handbook and lavishly 
illustrated with celestial maps, globes, spheres, constella-
tions and diagrams. Johann Leonard Rost (1688–1727), a 
German astronomer, was strongly influenced by the work 
of Hevelius, like many other 18th-century German astron-
omers. The Atlas portatilis coelestis contains an introduc-
tion on the subject and the principles of astronomy, dis-
cussing not only astronomy in general, but also geometry, 
globes, ecliptics, terrestrial zones, climates, meridians, 
the Ptolemaic, Tychonic and Copernican solar systems, 
celestial globes, constellations, planets, comets, eclipses of 
the sun, a geographical description of the moon, and much 
more. All this information is accompanied by engraved 

plates and maps, including a double-page view of the 
surface of the moon.
With an owner’s inscription on the front paste-down, 
partly struck through, stating that the owner acquired 
the book on 20 March (?) 1739 from a friend. Also with 
an owner’s inscription on the recto of the first endleaf by 
Mathias Schleiper and on the verso another dated 1749 by 
Joseph Krümmel. Also with a slightly faded library stamp 
on the title-page.
Binding only very slightly worn. A highly interesting astro-
nomical work with beautiful plates, especially those of the 
constellations with the zodiac figures.
[16], 362, [22] pp. De La Lande, pp. 376–377; Poggendorf II, col. 701; 
Warner, The sky explored, p. 212; not in Houzeau-Lancaster. ☞ More 
on our website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/ABC_46189.html
https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/ABC_46189.html
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The first Frankfurt am Main edition  
of the most important and influential work about witchcraft

45 S P R E N G E R , Jakob. [K R A M E R , Heinrich (Henricus I NST ITO R I S)]. Malleus maleficarum in 
tres divisus partes, in quibus concurrentia ad maleficia, maleficiorum effectus, remedia adversus maleficia.
With:
(2) B A S I N, Bernardo. Opusculum de artibus magicis, ac magorum, maleficiis.
(3) M O L ITO R , Ulrich. De lamiis & pythonicis mulieribus dialogum.
(4) G E R S O N, Jean de. De probatione spirituum, libellum.
(5) MUR N E R , Thomas. Libellus de pythonico contractu.
Frankfurt am Main, Nikolaus Basse (colophon: printed by the same), 1580. Five works published together. 
8°. With Basse’s woodcut device on the colophon page (Dd7r), and woodcut decorated initials and tail-
pieces. Contemporary calf. sold

First Frankfurt edition of the Malleus maleficarum, also 
known as the hammer of witches or hexenhammer, is 
the most important and famous work about witchcraft 
ever written and a harrowing endorsement of the brutal 
prosecution of witches, first published in 1486. It here, 
apparently for the first time, appears together with four 
additional works on the same subject, published together 
in a single edition. Even after others published notable 
works inspired by and based on the Malleus maleficarum, 
it remained a revered authority on the subject at and even 
beyond the end of the 16th century. It bears a large part of 
the blame for the wide-spread witch hunts and trials, which 
lasted well into the 17th century.
The present 1580 edition is the first Frankfurt am Main 
printing of this influential and interesting work. The 
present edition, as the title-page notes, adds four other 
treatises about witchcraft, by the Spanish theologian 
Bernardo Basin (1445–1510), legal scholar Ulrich Molitor 
(ca. 1442–ca. 1507), theologian and chancellor of the 
University of Paris Jean de Gerson (1363–1429) and 
German satirist and poet Thomas Murner (1475–ca. 1537).
With a 1729 owner’s inscription on the title-page, 
difficult to make out and some notes in brown/black ink: 
Residentio Sanctu jesu Epintio 1727 [?]; and two book-
plates, one of Dr. J.B. Holzinger, a Steiermark jurist and 
naturalist who published a book about witches, collected 
books on the subject and owned the present book in 1878 
(library sold at Leipzig 1912–1913) and the other of Max 
Dutilh (1886–1933), a Rotterdam flax merchant who 
bought a large part of the Holzinger library. Speculations 
brought him deep into debt, he committed suicide in 1933 
and his widow sold his library later that year. With a water 
stain on the title page and very slight browning, but still 
in good condition. First Frankfurt edition of the famous 
“ hammer of witches”, published together with four other 
works on the same subject.
[24], “737” [= 755], [42], [3 blank] pp. Adams S1616; BMC STC 
German, p. 827; Coumont, Demonology and witchcraft I4.22; Crowe, 
Cornell witchcraft collection, p. 304; Norman 2000; USTC 674755; 
VD 16, S 8383; for the text and author: Robbins, The encyclopedia of 
witchcraft and demonology, pp. 337–340. ☞ More on our website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/ABC_46205.html


– 88 –

First illustrated publications  
of zoological discoveries in Hainan, China

46 S WI N H O E , Robert. The natural history of Hainan.
With:
(2) SWINHOE, Robert. On the ornithology of Hainan [extracts from “The Ibis” for January 1870 (plate 
IV), April 1870 (plate IX) & July 1870 (plate X)].
(3) SWINHOE, Robert. On the cervine animals of the island of Hainan (China) [extract from the Pro-
ceeding of the Zoological Society of London, January 13, 1870].
(4) SWINHOE, Robert. On the mammals of Hainan [extract from the Proceeding of the Zoological 
Society of London, April 28, 1870].
(5) SWINHOE, Robert. List of reptiles and batrachians collected in the island of Hainan (China), with 
notes [extract from the Proceeding of the Zoological Society of London, April 28, 1870].
(6) ADAMS, Henry. Descriptions of a new genus, and eighteen new species of mollusks [extract from the 
Proceeding of the Zoological Society of London, January 13, 1870].
London, Horace Cox, [1870]. 7 parts in 1 volume. 12 mo. With 5 hand-coloured lithographed plates depic-
iting birds, the Hainan hare and mollusks and 5 black & white text illustrations depicting antlers.
Contemporary half morocco, gold tooled spine. sold

Complete republished collection of works on the animals 
of Hainan Island (China) by Robert Swinhoe (1836–1877) 
and an article by conchologist Henry Adams (1813–1877) 
on mollusks of Hainan. Swinhoe was an important natu-
ralist of Asia. He was stationed on Taiwan (Formosa) and 
spoke Mandarin, which granted him access to areas that 
were hard to get to for Westeners, such as the island of 
Hainan in 1868. There he discovered several new species 
of birds, fishes, mammals and insects for Western science. 
John Gould incorporated Swinhoe’s discoveries in his Birds 
of Asia.

Most parts in the present collection are articles from the 
scientific ornithological magazin The Ibis: On the ornithol-
ogy of Hainan was published January 1870
Owner’s inscription in ink on front endpaper: “Robert & 
Lizzy Dennis, Paignton, April 23rd, 1889.”. Blind stamped 
exlibris of James M. Dolan Jr. on front endpaper and title-
page. Otherwise in very good condition.
20; 77–97; [2 blank]; [299]–256; (341)–367; [2 blank]; [651]–660, [1 
blank]; [223]–239, [1 blank]; [239]–241, [1 blank]; [5]–9, [1 blank]. 
Ad. 1: BM 5, p.2060; Ad. 2: Strong, 1870; cf. Bradley VI, p. 129. ☞ 
More on our website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/ABC_45835.html
https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/ABC_45835.html
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Beautifully illustrated astronomy and more  
by “the most important Italian thinker of his times”

47 VE N ET US, Paolo Nicoletti [and Restoro d’A R E Z Z O]. Summa philosophie naturalis ... una cu[m] 
libro de co[m]positione mundi qui astronomie ianua nuncupari potest ... [at the head of the page:] Primus 
liber incipit De co[m]positione mu[n]di.
Paris, Jean Lambert (colophon: printed by Thomas Kees, 14 November 1513). Small 4° (28 × 20.5 cm). With 
55 woodcut illustrations in the text, including 12 northern and 12 southern pictorial constellations with 
stars. Flexible wrap-around paperboards (ca. 1750?), sewn on 3 tanned leather supports. € 18 000

First edition of one of the best early attempts to give a 
scientific account of astronomy, cosmography, geology, 
meteorology, tides, springs and rivers, by Paolo Nicoletti 
Venetus (ca. 1369/70–1429), edited by Jean Dullaert of 
Ghent (ca. 1470–1513). The book is also a splendid display 
of the woodblock cutter’s art. In addition to the many 
astronomical diagrams and an an armillary sphere, it shows 
24 pictorial constellations with stars, 12 for the northern 
hemisphere and, more unusually, 12 for the southern 
hemisphere.
Venetus joined the Augustinians at Venice at age 14, then 
studied in Oxford and Padua, continuing as a lecturer 
there, in Bologna and elsewhere, and wrote his Summa 
philosophiae naturalis in 1408. While Veneto’s Summa 
naturalium Aristotelis, a commentary on Aristotle, first 
published at Venice in 1476, was published at Venice under 
the present title in 1503, it is a completely different work, so 
Dullaert’s present edition is the first edition of the present 
text. Venetus based his book largely on Restoro or Ristoro 
d’Arezzo, Composizione del mondo, written ca. 1282, and it 

is sometimes regarded as a Latin translation of that (Italian) 
work, but the ideas circulated via Dullaert’s present edition 
of Veneto’s text until d’Arezzo’s Italian text was published 
in 1859.
Although Thomas Kees printed the book it was a joint 
venture with at least six other Paris booksellers, so he 
changed the imprint and publisher’s device during the 
press-run to make 6 or 7 simultaneous issues of the present 
edition.
With a few minor spots and smudges, but still in very 
good condtion and with generous margins (some deckles 
preserved at the fore-edge). An important compendium 
of scientific knowledge about the earth and the heavens, 
especially valuable for its astronomical information and 
beautiful, sometimes fantastic woodcuts.
[35], [1 blank] pp. Moreau II, 679 (7 copies of 5 issues, not distinguished); 
USTC 20912 (citing Moreau); cf. Houzeau & Lancaster 2272 (other 
issue); not in Adams; Mortimer, French; for the author: https://plato.
stanford.edu/entries/paul-venice. ☞ More on our website

https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/paul
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/paul
https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/ABC_45745.html
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“Arabia Petra” explored: account of an expedition  
through the Sinai, Petra in Jordan, and surrounding regions,  

with 48 plates and albumen prints
48 VI S C O N T I, Giammartino Arconati. Diario di un viaggio in Arabia Petrea (1865).

Including: Atlante per servire al Diario di un viaggio in Arabia Petrea.
Torino, Vincenzo Bona, 1872. 2 volumes. Royal 4° (31 × 27 cm). With 2 title-pages printed in red and 
black, each with the author’s wood-engraved decorated GAV-monogram and motto; vol. 1 with 2 folding 
lithographed maps (1 printed in black, brown and blue, with the route coloured by hand in red, of the Sinai 
Peninsula; the other in black and white, of the city of Petra); 40 mounted albumen prints after paintings 
by Emile Pierre Metzmacher (mainly 11.5 × 16 cm), individually mounted with letterpress captions on the 
mount; and 2 engraved plates; vol. 2 with 6 numbered engraved plates of molluscs and insects. The Diario 
in the original publisher’s maroon cloth with the author’s crowned monogram gold--blocked on the front 
board and spine. The Atlante in the original publisher’s blue cloth, with the author’s crowned monogram 
and the title gold-blocked on the front board. Both volumes with gilt edges, orange endpapers and with 
tissue guard leaves tipped in, protecting the albumen prints and engraved plates. € 25 000

Rare first and only edition of an Italian 
account of an 1865 expedition through 
“Arabia Petra”, meaning the Sinai Peninsula 
and adjoining parts of what are now Israel 
and Jordan, including the ancient city 
of Petra, now in Jordan, where parts of 
“Raiders of the lost arc” were filmed (the 
spectacular ancient buildings are carved 
into the solid rock walls of the cliffs and 
probably date from the 5th century BC to 
the 2nd century AD. The photographically 
reproduced paintings show the author on 
camelback, numerous Bedouins, Arabs, 
Egyptians and Ethiopians as well as archae-
ological sites, monuments and topographic 
views. The plates in the second volume 
depict molluscs and insects, reflecting the 
author’s own research interests in the field of 
natural history, in addition to archaeology. 
The typography has been designed to suit 
the antiquarian subject, with Louis Perrin’s 
Augustaux roman capitals on the title-pages, 
the main text set in what would then have 
been considered an “antique” style (types 
influenced by pre-1800 models) and sans-
serif capitals used to represent the ancient 
Greek and Latin inscriptions. The author quite literally put 
his stamp on the work, with his crowned monogram not 
only on the title-page and binding, but also embossed in 
the paper, where it serves as a sort of watermark. The book 
does not indicate the size of the edition but since most of 
the illustrations are original albumen prints, there cannot 
have been many copies produced. The present copy may 
be a more deluxe binding than the Blackmer copy, also 
inscribed by the author to a woman, for it was in green 
cloth with only Visconti’s single initial “V” on the front 
board.

The volume with the Diario is a presentation copy with 
the author’s presentation inscription to a woman named 
Josephine. Bindings slightly worn, the blue cloth a little 
stained. First and last leaves of both volumes browned, 
some foxing, some fly-leaves with a tear (not affecting the 
plates), the map of Petra stained due to oxidation, with 
some browning caused by the albumen prints on the facing 
leaves, but overall in good condition.
439; 46, [2 blank] pp. (vol. II, pp. 1–2 blank). Blackmer 1742; Gay, 
Bibl. de l’Afrique et l’Arabe 3650 bis; Macro, Arabian peninsula 2254 
(not noting plates); not in Howgego; Ibrahim-Hilmy; Weber. ☞ More 
on our website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/ABC_46146.html
https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/ABC_46146.html
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Swedish account of a journey through Arabia
49 WA L L I N, Georg August (Yrjö Aukusti). Första Resa fran Cairo till Arabiska Öknen i April 1845. Frag-

ment. ... Med en karta.
Helsinki, (S. Baranovskij for) J. Simelius, 1853. 8°. With lithographed map at the end; printed music for a 
Bedouin melody in the text. Green half calf, contemporary marbled boards, title in gold on rebacked spine.

 € 8500

First edition, published posthumously in the original 
Swedish, of an account of Wallin’s principal journey 
through Arabia, unknown to most bibliographers: “It 
was not until two years after his death”, writes Henze, 
“that the report of his first (and most important) journey 
(performed in 1845, a year before the appearance of the 
first volume of Carl Ritter’s ‘Arabia’) was published”. 
This refers to the English “Narrative of a Journey from 
Cairo to Medina and Mecca”, which was printed in the 
Journal of the Royal Geographical Society in 1854. In fact, 
an extensive account of the first leg of this highly signif-
icant journey was first given to the world in December 
1853, only a little more than a year after the author’s 
death. In contrast with the later JRGS publication, the 
present work includes an appendix rendering Arabic 
terms and phrases that occur throughout the text in the 
original language and script. It is not clear to us whether 
Wallin left it incomplete or whether the publisher chose 
to abridge it, but the title-page calls it a “fragment”.
“In 1845, proceeding southeast across the wastelands of 
the Nafud Desert, he reached Ha’il then continued by 
force of circumstances southward to Medina and Mecca. 
From there he returned to Egypt” (Howgego). More 
precisely, he “moved eastwards from Wadi al-Araba, 
first touching upon the upper regions of Wadi Sirhan, 
then on to the oasis of Djuf (‘Algawf ’) and crossed the 
central regions of Shammar, via Djobbah (‘Gubbi’), the 
Great Nefud (‘Nufood’), and Hail ... Of Shammar and its 
inhabitants he provided the fullest account, unsurpassed 
by later travellers in its scholarly precision” (Henze).
Owner’s stamp “L. L. Cygnaeus, Helsingfors” on flyleaf. 
Quite unusually, this copy shows little browning and is 
further in fine condition.
VII, [1], 126, [2 blank] pp. K.-E. Henriksson, “A Wallin Bibliography”, 
in: Studia orientalia 17 (1952), pp. 13–16, at p. 13; WorldCat 
551923531; cf. Macro 2262; Howgego (1800–50), W12, p. 627; Henze V, 
452 (all citing only the 1854 JRGS publication); Fück 198 (mentioning 
the journey); not in Gay; Ibrahim-Hilmy. ☞ More on our website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/I45AK9DJP9W4.html
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50 [WI C – M I N U T E S]. [STAT E S G E N E R A L]. [Collection of 9 sets of manuscript minutes from 
sessions of the States General concerning the Dutch West India Company (WIC) in the West Indies (1720–
1738), covering Africa, the Caribbean, Guinea, Brazil, Surinam and other regions].
[The Hague?], 1720–1738. Small 2°. 9 sets of minutes, all written in one or two contemporary 18th-century 
hands. One in an 18th-century paper wrapper; the others in modern paper wrappers. € 6500

Contemporary handwritten sets of minutes from sessions 
of the Dutch States General concerning the Dutch West 
India Company (WIC) in the West Indies in the period 
1720–1738, discussing topics such as issuing shares, the slave 
trade, confiscations of WIC ships, etc. Many include tran-
scripts of requests or memoranda submitted to the assembly 
and end with the actions taken or the decisions made. Each 
begins with the name of the person presiding over the 
meeting and the others present. The present minutes were 
apparently extracted from a larger, complete(?) volume of 
the minutes of the Dutch States General.
Ad 1: Minutes of the session of the States General of [24 
August] 1720 on the WIC’s request for permission to start 
the subscription for a new issue of shares to finance new 
warships to end the smuggling activities and “illegal” 
slave trade of pirates and illegal ships in the West Indies, 
violating the rights and the monopolies of the WIC.
Ad 2: Minutes of the session of the States General of 16 
January 1723. concerning the WIC’s request for Spanish 
intervention in their confiscation at Coro, in the Carribean, 
of goods on the ship Bonaventura, coming from Guinea.
Ad 3: Minutes of the session of the States General of 1 
September 1724 concerning the warning from the resident 
in Lisbon concerning the Portuguese conquest of WIC for-
tifications on the coast of Guinea.
Ad 4: Minutes of the session of the States General of [11 
and] 15 November 1727 on the peace between the WIC 
and the Portuguese, including 11 provisional points for an 
agreement to avoid future conflicts.

Ad 5: Minutes of the session of the States General of [10] 
February 1736 on the WIC’s activities in Surinam and on 
the complaints of the council of police in Surinam.
Ad 6: Minutes of the session of the States General of [26] 
November 1736 on the renewed request for intervention 
with Spain concerning the capture of two WIC ship’s, 
Elisabeth and Assendelft, sailing from Curaçao to the 
Netherlands.
Ad 7: Minutes of the session of the States General of [after 
17 February] 1738, containing a memorandum from the 
Spanish ambassador concerning the capture of WIC ships, 
together with counter-charges.
Ad 8: Minutes of the session of the States General of 8 
April 1738 concerning the Dutch readiness to join England 
against Spain concerning the unlawful capture of English 
ships in the West Indies.
Ad 9: Minutes of the session of the States General of 9 
April 1738 on a proposed joint action by England and the 
Dutch Republic against Spain, leading to the Convention 
of Pardo, Madrid 1739.
Some minutes slightly foxed, otherwise in very good 
condition.
[3]; [5]; [3]; [6]; [3]; [3]; [6]; [7]; [3] ll. Please send us an inquiry for 
more detailed information about the different minutes. Ad 1: Paessie, 
Lorrendrayen op Afrika. De illegale goederen en slavenhandel op 
West Afrika (2008), p. 68. Ad 5: Oudschans Denz, “De betekenis van 
Suriname voor Nederland en in het bijzonder voor Amsterdam in het 
midden der 18de eeuw”, in: Maandblad Amstelodamum, (1946), pp. 
26–27. ☞ More on our website

https://www.forumrarebooks.com/item/ABC_45753.html



